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[ 'E have a ſmall Champion lately come 
1 forth for the Acid Cauſe ; he conceals 


his Name, but he ſaith he 1s a Gentle- 
man, % SFEs [ ſuppoſe, to find the better Quar- 
ter - But he profeſſeth his Aver/zon to Tuch an Un- 
dertaking, but that he is at 1znoth, and at laſt iover- 
come by Zeal for the Service of his Acid Phy clan. 
And he faith that at bis firſt reading my Dialogue, be 
diſcover'd ſo much unbecoming Language, that bad not 
Requeſts, as forcible as Commands, changd bis Refo- 
lution, be bad never been condemn'd to a ſecond read- 
ing, much leſs to the Tatk of writing Remarks upon it. 
Well, the Gentleman is to be excugd, becabſe hg 
did it unwilliogly : ; and I readily confeſs, there 1s 
Indeed much unbecoming Language even with- 
Az 5 hes in 
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in the firſt eighteen Pages; and truly-had it not 
been too nauſeous, the Reader might have had a 
great deal more on't; but what he has, was but juſt 
enough to ſhew a Specimen of the immodeſt Self- 
applauſe, ſhameful Contempt, and abuſe of all Phy- 
ſiclans,wherewith the Pretender to a new Acid Hy- 
potheſis abounds, and what ſort of Anſwer ſuch 
Language deſerveth. At which the Gentleman was 
ſo unealie, that he leap'd over two Pages more 
where there is none; but the ground of Mr. Acid's 
Hypotheſis examin'd. Y 
He tells us, pag, 4. That undecent perſonal Refle- 
Hons are no marks of Probity and Virtue, but are be- 
low the cognizance of a generous Mind ;, and tells us 
in Greek too, that it is Blaſphemy. | 
I anſwer, if it be Blaſphemy to refle& upon the 
Follies and Confidence of a raw Empirick, boaſting 
himſelf the only Doctor in the World; I think 
It is but juſt to be ſuch a -Blaſphemer. And ſince 
there is nothing ſo fooliſhly ſaid by ſuch men, bur - 
catches Patients now-a-days, when fo. few under- 
ſtand Nature or good Senlie, and they are ſo often 
caught to the damage of their Lives and Healths ; 
I think 1t 1s not only the part of a good and gene- 
rous Mind, and a Virtue, but a Duty to expoſe 
them, and that ſometimes'in the way Solomon advi- 
ſes, Pro. 26.5. But I think no body hath expos'd 
Mr. Colebateh fo much as he has expos'd himſelf, to 
the thinking part of thoſe that read him. 
The Gent. is amaz'd, he ſays, to ſee the ingenious 
Author «f the Hypotheſ1s of Acids treated with the-utmoſt 
Contempt and Scorn, But I am as much amaz'd to 
fee any Gentleman admire the Wit in nis Writings, 
.or Phyſician-take him for the Author of any thing 


- St the abiiſe of Acids ; and that his Friend ſhould 
lay, that not one Author has examiwd bis Hypotheſis by 


Reaſon 


concerning Alkali and Acid. c 


Reaſon and Experience, when he hath read my Dia- 
logue more than once, and confeſſes it becomes Men 
of Letters, Gentlemen and Philoſophers, (as Phyſicians 
are) to weigh and conſider the force of every Man's 
reaſoning. 1 think it will be confeſs'd by thoſe that 
are Judges, I haye weigh'd Mr, Colebatch's Reaſon- 
ing, and found it very light ; and 1 am now re- 
ſolv'd to put that of the Gentleman, his Champion, 
alſo-into the Scale, and ſee how much 1t comes to. 
I am glad the Gent. acknowledges Phyſicians to be 
Gentlemen and Philoſophers; but I begin to doubt 
whether he be a Philoſopher and a Phyſician z be- 
cauſe he altogether blames Jeſting, when it is well 
known to ſuch Men, that ſome Diſeaſes are cured 
thereby, and that Satyr 1s often preſcrib'd againſt 
ſome Maladies endangering the Life and Health of 
Men, that have their root in the Mind; ſuch as 
Pride, Ignorance, Confidence, Covetouſneſs, &c. in 
a Practioner, which the Dialogue was compos'd as 
a Medicine to cure Mr. Acid of, if not incurable. 
The Gent. ſays farther, that Poetry is a very pret- 
ty thing ; but agrees with bis Do@or, that the Chara- 
Ger 5 Satyriſt and a Phyſician are vaſtly different. 
I am of the ſame Mind ; but I find the Gent. does 
not love a Satyr, the Panegyrick to the unknown Do- 
or Colebatch would reliſh well enough with him ; 
but he is not a thorough Proſelyte to Acids yet ; for a 
 Sarcaſtical Couplet is too ſharp for his Stomach, and 
he thinks it ſhould not be preſi'd againſt its will to af- 
front a Profeſſor of Phyſick. And | think it was not, 
In the caſe he means, but came only againſt a Pro- 
teffor and Abuſer of Acids. But. Sarcaſms Vle 
maintain are Acids, or they are not Sarcaſms ; 
and Acid with Acid methinks ſhould well agree : 
But perhaps theſe are Acids out of his PraQtice. But 
PII ſay one thing more for them, they need not'be 
A 3 preis'd, 
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and muſter freely upon any proper Occaſion. 
But the Gentlemen that value themſelves upon their 

Wit. he eſteems the more genteel Mountebanks, *Tis 
well they are the more genteel ſort ; and 1 mag 
chuſe, I confeſs, if we muſt all be Mountebanks,X6 
be of that number. He allows they /hew more Vit 
and fine Language, in their ſarcaſtical Bills diſtribu- 
ted by the Bookſellers, than what breaks forth from be- 
neath merry Andrew's Charcoal W hiskers, or wraps 
up Fobn Sajfold's Pills and Powder ; but the Nature, 
Deſagn, and Effet? of the Farce is the ſame. He's a 
Conjurer ! he can tell they all aim at Money with 
common ſucceſs,- and ſo. does Mr. Colebatch. But 
he that is bubbled on'c, I think, had as good be 
bubbled by a witty Conceit as a fooliſh one ; and 
if he has nothing elſe, have ſome Wir for his Mo- 
ney. wh 
But the Gent, ſays, be will never truſt bis Life in 
the bands of a Phyſician, who takes ſo much pains to 
convince the World be is a rare Poet. Tconfeſs a Man ' 
may be a rare Poet and not a Phyſician, and a Phy- 
ſician. and not a Poet : . But I think a Man that has 
Wir enough to be a Poet, may have enough to be 
a Phyſician, 1t he apply himfelf to that Study : Bur 
he that has not enough, I think 1s never the rather 
To be truſted! with ones Life, till by a Demonſtration 
he praves, that tho" a corre Canto will not cure a Diſ- 
eaſe, as the Gent. ſays, yet | 


A dull Aſſertion that be can do'more, 
Than all the Doors that have gone before, 


will do:the buſineſs. - But for my part, VII never 
truſt my Lite in a Man's hands that hath nothing 
ſharp but Medicines, | : 
0a Got 


-s 


concerning Alkali and Acid. 7 
But what has Poetry to do with the pretended 
new Hypotheſis of Acids, or the Dialogue between 
Alkali and Acid 2 What unlucky Wag has thrown 
a Diſtich at Mr. Colebatch, and hit a Gentleman al- 
ſo.?; And why muſt I anſwer for it-2 
WMr the Gent. comes to talk of Experiments, 
ages. He follows Mr. Acid's method, firſt he plays 

ali tle, and then he comes to work. And he ſays, 
T bave not \given one Experiment, or laid down the 
proceſs of any one Medicine 1 would recommend to the 
World for the good of Mankind, or that might over- 
throw the Hypotheſis of Acids. anſwer, as for Ex- 
periments to overthrow the Hypotheſis of Acids, 
[ leave 1t tothe Judgment of the intelligent Reader, 
whether there are not enough to do it in my Dia- 
logue ; tho? ſome of them. I find the Hypothetick 
knows not how to make, which is a ſhame, whilſt 
he profeſſes himſelf a Philoſopher and a Chymiſt : 

- But he may have more before we have done. But 
as for commending my Medicines or ſelf to the 
World, in the manner ſome do, I count it but 
Quacking, and like it not, nor have any neceſſity ſo 
to do. 

The People are fond of "TY s, and the Door | 
knows ?tis not againſt his Intereſt to let them have 
ſome, his Books will ſell the better ; and if he does 
not tell them they are to be had at reaſonable rates 
of rhe Author, ' and preſcribe the making them a - 
"more chargeable way than he himſelf makes them, 
the indiſcreet adminiſtration ſome Dablers make of 
them, does but breed buſineſs for the Do&or ; but 
the rich and cautious will have Advice, and who 
ſo fit to adviſe with, as that honeſt Gentleman who 
1s ſo kind as to Jet them know with what Inſtru- 
ments he does their buſineſs. I do not eſteem it 

impolitick i in Phyſicians to publiſh ſome Medicines 
A 4 to 


\ 


L A Letter to a Gentleman, . 


tothe World, or to permit Horſe: DoQtors, or li- 
cence 6ther ignorant Fellows, ſince they ſo fre- 
quently make work for. one another. And I believe 
| Mr.Colebatch did not offer bs unreaſonable method of 
. Pradice in point of Hoyouy, that the ' Learned might 

critically obſerve 1t, with any hopes they would do 
ſo, but that he m7 ght get-Money (of the ignorant,). 
which he has profeſs d 1s the only thing be. cares for. 
Neither do I think the Learned will ſpend their time 
in his trivial Books : ;-nor ſhould 1; had not Philan- 
thropy, and my Duty to Mankind (not command- 
ing Requeſts)engag'd me to oppoſe what I ſaw was 
likely to be dangerous to thoſe who ſhould have ſo 
little Judgment as to.admire it. - - 

The Gent. fays; pag. 5. He bath confirntd his 
Arguments for Mr: Colebatch's Do@rine with variety 
of Experiments, but he reſerves a far greater number 
for bis Service, if T, or any for me, think fit to anſwer. 
?Tis weli he ;has a- Reſerve; for his variety is 
ſmall, and not much to his purpoſe, as we ſhall ſee 
by and by. But let us have them that are ready, 
and Fil promiſe him VII never requeſt any Gentle- 
man to anſwer for me, being old enough to ſpeak 
for my ſelf. 

- Well, but the Gent. comes firſt, pag. 6. to-con- 
ſider my "Arguments, whereby, he ſays, I endeavour to 
defend Alkals as not. being the Cauſe of Diſeaſes, for that 
other Cauſes that are uot Alkalies may be aſſign*d. Bur * 
I muſt tell the Gent. there is no ſuch Argument in 
Ty Dialogue; and had there been ſuch, 1 ſhould 
have been aſham'd of it, as he ought to be of ſaying .. 
ſo. - It: would be but a poor :Argument, that Alka- 
Ii cannot : be-_the cauſe of Diſeaſes, becauſe other 
Cauſes may be aſlign'd : But that Alkali cannot be 
the cauſe of all Diſeaſes, when other Cauſes muſt be 
_ . allign(d, 1s chat which I think I have — 
FY | - 
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concerning Alkali and Acid. 9 

The Gent. ſays, my Definition of the T3 Evoewr, 
tho? granted, no way militates againſt the Fypotheſts of 
Acids, For when we ſpeak of the Cauſe of a Diſeaſe, 
which Phyſicians are ſaid to diſcover and remove, we 
always ſuppoſe the proximate Cauſe, which the T3 tvog- 
uy cannever be,But the Gent. almoſt perſwades me 
here that he is more like to be a Gentleman than a 
Phyſician, becauſe he ſays,we always ſuppoſe the proxi- 
mate Cauſe ;, that is, we Gentlemen, when as Phy- 
ſicians know well that the-Proximate Cauſe is not 
the only Cauſe to be diſcover'd and remov?d.: Of 
which I need not give many inſtances. The vari- - 
ous Aporrhea of the Body, of themſelves innoxious 
by undue retention, are often alter'd and become 
hoſtile, which ill qualities are the Proximate Cau- 
ſes of divers Diſeaſes ; the alterations of which ill 
Qualities are far from being the only things to be 
done,nor is it enough for aPhyſician to endeavour e- 
ven the Ejection of the peccant Matter, but the faults 
of the Inſtraments of Secretion are to þe amended, 
as the prime Cauſes of the Diſeaſes; fo that.if Al- 
kalt it ſelf unduly retain'd of abounding, were fup- 
pos'd the Proximate Cauſe of ſome Diſeaſe, yet 
there would be the Cauſe of that Retention or A- 
bounding, as the chief Cauſe to be known and taken 
_ away by the Phyſician, But I fancy the Gent. if 
not a Phyſician, is ſo much a Friend to the Practice, 
he would willingly have the proximate Cauſes only 
meddled with ; have the Pump plyed, rather than 
the Leak ſtop'd, leſt the Crew ſhould want Em- .. 
ployment> The Gent, lets the T3 %o,y reſt here, 
fo that if we will ſee what he has farther to ſay that 
It can't be the Proximate Cauſe of a Diſeaſe, and fo 
diſpatch the Subject all together, we mulſt- go to 
the 125th. page, where he falls on-him again for con- 
tending to have a ſhare with Alkali in the Cauſe of 


Diſcaſes. 
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Diſeaſes. He ſays, I ſhould have told them what © 


theſe exorbitant Deſires of the Will of Man were, whe- 
ther Deſire of Money, Women, Revenge, or popular 


Applauſe : If 1 mean theſe, Tyburn gives proofs that 


by them the Blood comes to be retarded, as well as the 
fubtile. Liquors diſorderd, And I atn ' of the opinion, 
that if the Deſire of theſe would produce or retain 
ſach malign Particles, as he believes Alkaltes to be, 
Mr. Acid had been mortally fick of them e're now; 
and if ſimple Man-fſlaying were Death by the Law, 
fome Acid Practitioners might &re now have been 
unable to ſecrete their owh mortal Alkali, by rea- 
fon of the aftringency of their Collars, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſourneſs of the Crab-tree. T 

But the Gent. ſays, Pag. 11. be will not affirm the 
produdtion of Alkali by the Operation of the Mind ;, but 
a' diſappointment of the Mind be knows will of a ſudden 
cauſe a Relaxation of the whole Syſtema Nervoſum, 
whereby Perſpiration and all Secrctions are obſiruSed, 
Cc, which often happens to Women: And by' ſuch Re- 
laxation of the Nerves, and Conſtipation of I the Pores; 
there are frequently induced Conwulſions, &Cc. and the 
Diſappointment is but an antccedent Cauſe, which Medt- 
cine meadles not with ; but the Materia ex qua 1s Al- 
kalt's malign Par ticles, whoſe Secretion 15s thereby pre- 
vented, which retain d is ſufficient to produce the moſt 
aiſmal s ymptoms. 

Here the Gent. is profound ! But I won'd know 
of him, whether a Relaxation of the whole SyſFema 
Nerwoſum,' which he ſays is caus?d by a iudden 
Paſſion, be mot a Diſeaſe. But that a Relaxation 
of the Nerves ſhould cauſe ſuch univerſal Obftructi- 
ons, yea Conſtipations and Convullions, muſt be 


found out by tome new light. 1n Philoſopky, that 


can demonitrate, that looting is binding and pluck- 


ing together : But if he had conſider?d thar ſome 
fndden 


concerning. Alkali apd Acid. In 


ſudden Paſſions of the Mind have not only let go in- 
to the Breeches that which ſhould' have been depo- 
fited in ſome more convenient Receptacle, but pro- 
duced univerſal Sweats, he would hardly have been 
of that Opinion. 

But the Gent. defies: me to prove that Nature ever 
ſerretes any thing in a ſtate of Health,that will come un- 
der the denomination of an Acid. . 4 Morbid Body, 
ſays he, when the Nerves are relax?d, will ſometimes 
eject the moſt benign Fuices, &c. as 1 Scrophulous, 
Cancerous, Venereal, and Cachcdgical Bodies, Here 
the Gent. has caught himſelf, as I will prove by A4r- 
gumentum ad hominem. Nature ſecretes COMmon 
Salt in the Urine. plentiful y, and Saliva in aſtate of 
Health, both which he has aſſerted to. be Acids e- 
Ver ince he has been a Proſelyte to the Doctrine 
therefore Nature in a ſtate of Health, according to 
his own Opinion, ſecretes things that will come un- _ 
der the denomination of Acids. What's become of 
his Defiance 2 But if he recants,and ſays theſe things 
are not Acids, then he'loſes as much another way, 

and PII ask him what be thinks of the Succus Pan- 
creaticus, which is ſecreted into the ſame place the 
wicked Bile 1s unloaden. But he ſtumbles as bad in 
what follows, The Relaxation of the Nerves. be- 
fore caus'd Obſtruftions, and retain'd the malign 
Alkali ; but now it ejects the moſt benign Juices, 
and that in Scrophulous, Cancerous, Venereal, and 
Cachectical Bodies, whoſe Recrements, according 
to the Gentleman, are the moſt benign Juices : But 
I believe theſe Patients, and ſuch as have been too 
familiar with ſome of them, ſometimes have not 
' found them ſo friendly.But the Gent.takes no notice 
that the too rapid motion of the Blood was afſign'd 


by 21s morbous effect of ſudden Paſſion of the 
VAIN 


Now 
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Now we muſt go back to the 7th. Page, where 
the Gent. gives his Opinion, That the undue Confor- 
mation of the: ſolid parts is no Diſeaſe z. but to make 
his Opinton good, he will ſuppoſe that they retain 
their due Texture, and duly perform their Offices ; he's 
a cunning Man ! be inſtances the Organs of Hearing, 
Sceimg,  Smelling, and Taſting, being diſproportionate 
as to ſize and ſhape, are not calPd Diſeaſes. But if 
he had confider'd a little, or askt ſome Phyſician, 
methinks he might have underſtood, or been in- 
form'd, that an- Eye, for inſtance, being unduely 
form'd, too flat or too protuherant, the Humours 
too much or too lictle, too thick or too thin, are 
the Cauſes of divers Defeats of Sight. a great Tongue 
a hindrance to the Speech@c. He enquires whether a 
eartilagincus Aorta, which, he ſays, is what Phyſ1ci- | 
ans call the Bone of a Stag*s Heart, did ever cauſe a 
Diſtemper ? He might as well have askt Phyſicians, | 
whether ever they heard the Stag complain of It. 
But he 1$ 11] inform®d by thoſe that tell him that a | 
griſtly Artery is a bone in the Heart. And now I 
am ſpeaking of the great Artery, 1t brings into my 
Mind an Obſervation I have read, of divers Perſons | 
that died with very odd Symptoms, whoſe.Diſeaſe | 
could not be found out or remedied, *til] by diſſect- 
ing one, there was fonnd a large Worm in the 
great Artery near the Heart z , which ] think was | 
very unlikely to be produc'd by Alkali or Acid el- 
ther, This caſe was very uncommon, but Worms 
in ſome parts of the Body are very trequent, pro- 
ducing bad Effects, and very unlikely to be cans'd 
by Acid or Alkali, both of which given are very 
eff:&ual to deſtroy them. He ſays, I cannot aſſert 
that ever any Man was diſeaſed, or died, becauſe of 
narrow Veins or ſmall Lungs, 1 anſwer, narrow 
Veins muſt needs contain lefs Blood, and it diſpro- 

__Portionate 
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portionate to the Body, (otherwiſe I don't callthem 
narrow) little Blood muſt needs give little Heat 
and Vigour, and {mall Langs muſt needs receive'but | 
little Air, and drive on the Circulation of the Blood 
more lowly, which enclines to divers Diſeaſes. 
The Gent. ſays farther, he bath often obſerved in 
diſſeting Bodies who bave had one K idney obftrutFed by 
Stones, Gravels, &c. that the ſound Kidney hath been 
enlarg?d conf; ;derably, and bath perforn?d the Office pe- 
culiar to both; and to prove the diſtemperd Kidvey 
cau.d by an Alkali in ſuch caſes, he would bave the 
Stones, Gravel, &c. examin'd, which will give the 
Phenomena of the moſt fixt Alkali, Here the Gent. 
aſſerts himſelf an Anatomiſt,and to have often made 
Diſſe&tions, where one of the Kidneys hath been 
uſeleſs ; whereby he would ſeem ſomething beſides 
a Gentleman. *Tis no very common thing to find 
one Kidney uſelefs ; not one DiſlſeQtion perhaps in 
a hundred gives ſuch a Caſe, yet he has often ob- 
ſerv?d it : 1 confeſs I never diſſected ſuch a Body 
but once, and- the other Kidney was no larger than 
ordinary, but that affe&ted was nothing but a Bag 
of Stones, and Matter, of which Stones.would have 


| been generated, which was white and ſoft like a 


Pap or thin Mortar, full of Stones and Grit, nor - 
Alkali Salt. But how one Kidney ſhould perform 
the Office peculiar to both, 1 dot underſtand ; " 
how an Alkali ſhould be the Cauſe of a Kidney : 


rather gueſs it peculiar to the Gentleman to 5 


Iam {ure the examination of the Stones will no more 
prove an Alkali the Efficient either of the Kidney, 
or Stones in it, than the Pyrotechnical Analytis 
of Bones will demonſtrate-that any one of the Pro- 
ducts made them. The Calculus will not give the 
Phenomena of the moſt fixt Alkalies, as he ſays, 
but yielding a volatile Salt and Oy, leaves a Caput 


Mori. . 
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Mort. infipid, having no ſigns of a fix*d ſaline Body 
in it. Nor have we ſuch a thing as a fixt Alkali in 


Animal or Vegetable Subſtances, but it is produced . 


by burning thoſe things that contain the Mate- 
rials of it, nor are Alkalies coagulable j into Stones, 
without meeting with larger quantities of other 
Matter, which with more reaſon may be ſaid to be 
the Cauſe of the unhappy Concrete. - 

Our Gent. tells us, pag. 8. That a large Liver is 
no more a Diſeaſe than a large Noſe, but of excellent 


tſe to ſecrete the Bile, that moſt pernicious Excrement 


of the Body ; and the larger the Liver, the more Bile it 
will ſecrete, and ſo much the more we are benefitted, 


But a large morbid Liver be would bave granted to be 


cau9d by a ſuperabundance of Gall. The Gent. is 


reſolved the Gall ſhall be an Excrement, and the 


moſt pernictous one, forgetting Alkali it ſelf , while 
the Gall is but a compound. But methinks, who- 
ever conſiders. the place into which it is diſcharged, 
muſt be of another Opinion, or believe the Ani- 
mal Oeconomy very ill contriy'd. If this Liquor 
had no uſe, but were to be rejected as a mere and 
pernictous Excretnent, one would have thought it 


In vain ſeparated out of the Blood,to be poured in- 
to the nutritious Juice before it enters the lacteal 
Veins; and the more on'c the better would be very. 
ftrange. One would have thought a Gentleman's 


Noſe might have been large enough to ſmell out 
ſome uſe fgr the Bile, better than to make a large 


Liver; and for a large Liver, better than to make a 


Freat deal of Blle. 


But pag. 9: he ſhews admirable Senſe, for he tells 
us, It is from Particles of Matter admitted into the 


Blood, that is both the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe, and of the 
thickneſs or thinneſs of the Blood ; and the reaſon he 


gives is, If there were not a retention of ſome Particles 
which 
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which ought to be carried off, or admiſſion of others that 
ſhould be prevented, the Blood would be neither too thick 
nor too thin, but always the ſame. The thickneſs and 
thinneſs of the Blood then are both from Particles 
admitted into ir, becauſe it would be nejther too 
thick nor too thin, were there not a Retention of 
ſome that ſhould be carried off, or an Admiſſion of 
ſome that ſhould be prevented. But whats this to 
prove Alkali the Cauſe of all Diſeaſes, any more 
than to good ſenſe ? Bnt what comes atter is pro- 
found, that in Phyſick it may paſs for a Demonſtrati- 
= on, that if you find the Blood of one that bas the Rheu- 
matiſm, Scurvey, or Gout, to abound with Alkali, and 
be viſcous, and when be is cur'd by the uſe of Acids, you 
find it yield leſs Alkali, and be florid, and of a good 
Conſpſtence, it is to him a Demonſtration, the Diſeaſes 
came not from Acids but from Alkalies. That Is, - if 
the Blood have indeed too much Alkali, and thence 
be viſcous, and the Perſon be cured by Acids driv-_ 
ing out and diminiſhing the Alkali, and reducing 
the Blood to its due Gonſiſtence, the Diſeaſe was 
caus?d by Alkali, -and cur'd by. Acids. That is, 
If the Diſeaſe was caus'd by Alkalies and curd by 
Acids, it was caus'd by Alkalies and cur*d by Acids; 
a Wit! But there's an Ff in the caſe, which makes 
the Argument worth nothing: Forit this cannot.be 
| found (as I am ſure it has not yet by any certain 
| Experiments the Acidiſts have given us) we are ne- 
ver the better for the Suppoſition. Bur he ſays, 
will appear that this is matter of Fa& to any that will 
make the Experiments. And he dares affirm. that 1 
can'+ produce one inſtance of a Perſon cured of thoſe 
Diſtempers by Alkalies, But 1 fay he ſhould not be 
ſo confident that it will appear fo to any Man,unleſs 
It had appcar'd' to ſome ore that hath try'd it. And 


as 
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as for his daring Affirmation, dare affirm the Con- 
_ trary. 

The Gent. ſays again, pag, 12. That I ſu ppoſe | 
there ſhould be 10 or 20 parts of Alkali to one of Acid, 
and from either of theſe exceeding their Proportion, the 
Acid or the Alkali may be ſaid to abound, but while they 
keep to that Standard, neither can be ſuppord the Cauſe 
' of a Diſeaſe. 1 fay ſtill, that whatever the Propor- 
tions are,. either may exceed and cauſe a Diſeaſe, 
the one as well as the other, if there be any ſuch 
thing as their exceeding ; but when in due propor- 
tion, neither can be thought ſo to do whule duely 
mix'd, but if ſeparated and lodged apart in ſome 
place, tho? thereis no more than there was in the 
whole Body, yet the Part where the ſeparated Acid 
or Alkali 1s lodged, may ſoon ſuffer their bad Ef- 
fects. But if there may be ſuppos'd 20 parts of |þ 
Alkali to one of Acid in a Man in a ſtate of Health, | 
(tho? | believe there is a greater difference) yet i: 
may well be thought that the Proportion differs in | 
divers Perſons, though all in ' Health, yea m | 
the ſame Perſon at divers times, though he be well; | 
wherefore his Inferences-that theſe Proportions are | 
conſtantly to be found is not natural, nor does he | 
imagine how hard it will prove to find them, if he | 
ſhould attempt it. But he ſays,be bas been in' Health 
for ſome Years, and ſo his Blood muſt, on this Suppoſi- 
tion, bave abounaed with ſuch like Proportions of Acid | 
and Alkali, That i is, ſuppoſe ina ſtate of Health a | 
Man's Blood ſhould have 20 parts of Alkali to one 
of Acid, the Gentleman being in a ſtate of Health 
mult have his Blood abound - with Acid and Alkali ; * 
he abounds in Acid Diſcourſe ! and ſuppoſes they 
are In due proportion, yet he ſays it follows they 
abound, yea and both at the ſame time. He ought, 


he ſays, therefore to have a care that what he eats and 
drinks. 
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: drinks ſhould bave but one part of Acid, to 10 or 20 
of Alkali, but be has taken other Meaſures, for be bas 
drank within this Tear one quart of Crab-Ver juice in 
24. bours, which was ſufficient to impregnate his Blood 
mith ſix times the quantity. He's a crabbed Gentle- 
man, I believe ; but I ſuppoſe he would not be 
thought to drink a quart every Day for this twelve 
Months, but in ſome one Day within the time ; 
however we don't know, but that he may have a 
very large Liver, from whence he may abound 
with the pernicious Alkalous Excrement Gall, and 
. that muſt meet with his Verjuice before it get 
into the Blood, unleſs it has diſcover'd a way 
through the -undiſcover?d paſſages at thaybottom of the 
Stomach ; or his Blood may abound with Alkali,and 
ſo he may bear more ſharp. Doſes than ſome Folks 
can, Beſides, if he will believe what Dr. Fobn his 
Maſter hath taught him, viz. That the Blood can't 
ever abound with Acids, either im a morbid or bealtby 
State ; for the Stomach will reje whatever 1s too 
much, but is often defeFive 1m conveying in enough, 
and that there is never any Acid in the Blood but mm 
a ſtate of perfet# Health, { ſay, if he believes this as 
he ought to do, all the ſtore at the Yerjuice Coffee- 
_ Houſe will neither hurt. him, nor help him. Bur on 
the contrary to what he aſlerts, I my fſelf, and 
many others are as healthy as he, as wegete and 
Jprightly, and yet eat moſtly things abounding with 
Alkalies, as freſh Mear, Fowls, Fiſh, Milk, &c. And 
neither love nor want ſour Sances to help the Ap- 
petite,and find nothing ſo hurtful as Acids. But the 
Gentleman I am perſwaded commends Acids ra- 
ther for the Wealth they bring the Door, than 
the Health they bring The Patient ; for the DoQor 
ſeldom takes Phyſick. But be . Jays, he could give a 
multitude of Inſtances, where Gentlemen have com- 
| Pan's of their Diſeaſes being exaſperated by taking 
SW, B Atedicines, 
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Medicines, Phiſicians call Alkalies, but ſoon wonder - 
fully reliewd by Acids, the truth of which a multi- 
tude of Apothecaries in this City will inform you. 

The Gentleman I find is a fellow Citizen with 
his Phyſician, and needs not munch Epiſtolary con- 


verſation with him. Ana we cannot but think he 


would now be thought ſome man of great: Pra- 
Qtice, though he was ſhy at firſt, and calPd him- 


ſelf a Gentleman, when a multitude of Gentle- 


men make their complaints to him. But he would, 
I. ſuppoſe, have Gentlemen-Patients, to whom 
there is little odds whether he ſpeak ſenſe or no; 
if he be but confident, and ſo profeſſes himſelf a 
Gentleman. Wvr thoſe Medicines, he ſays, they 
complain of, tho? Phyſicians call them Alkalies, 
poſſibly Gentlemen may call Acids, and ſome- 


times do Cures with them, and relieve the Pati- 


ents : For I believe, I ſhall find the Gentleman 
but an ill judge before I have done. But we are 
ro be'inform?d of the truth of the Gentleman's 
Afſertion, by a multitude of Apothecaries. I 

confeſs, I never thought 1t worth while to en- 
_ quire, but 1 never /heard any one ſuch ſtory re- 
hted by an Apothecary, or his Boy, tho' I have 
been inTown ever ſince the wonders of Acids have 
been talk*d- of; but I have been told of divers mor- 
tal'Cures ſon done by the Acid! method, even in 


Diſeaſes that ſeldom uſe to kill, and in fuch Pati- . 


ents as have-often been eo by Alkalies. 

[The'Gent. ſays, pag. That I aſſert there may 
be Aoid enough in the Blood to cauſe a Diſeaſe, tho" 
it will not turn the Syrup of Violets green, bat bave 
lot proved it. - No truly, I have not proved it, 
nor ever was ſuch a Fool as to aſlert that Acid 
would turn the Syrup of Violets green. 
. will try, 1] warrant him he may inje& Acid e- 
nough into the Blood to cauſe a Diſaſe, and kill, 


ho 


But if he 
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and yet he ſhall not find the Serum of the diſeaſed 
Blood turn Syrup of Violets red. 

The Gent. ſaith, pag. 14. That from the 2.4. page 
of my Dialogue to the 29, there's nothing but ſcuy- 
rility, and- quotations out of Etmuller, Hoffman, 
Helmont and Hypocrates, ſo that the ſtrength of my 
Arguments depend altogether upon an ipſe dixit. As 
for what he calls Scurrility, I ſhall not excuſe it, 
the recitation of Fhn's panegyrical abuſe of the 
College, and dull praiſe of his own admired felt, 
mult needs bring ſome 1ll Language into the pages; 
nor did I, without the adviſe of the wifeſt Man, ans 
ſwer a Fool according to his folly, leſt he be 
wiſe in his own Eyes. But the Gent. ſeeing ſome- 
thing he did not like, or care any more to ſtir in, 
makes too much haſt over the 5 pages, or elſe he 
might have ſeen ſome notable Quotations out, of 
Colbatch de Aſsbeadis, viz. That the Blood has never 
any Acid in it, but in a ſtate of perfet® Health, That 


' all Perſons bave ſome degree of Sickneſs. That over- 


much fatneſs,if it may be calPd a Diſeaſe,is causd ly 
Acids, Yet that Acids (t»0* never in the Blood, but 
7n perfect Health) mortifie and expel the Layxuriant 
Alkalous Particles, make the thick Blood thin, and - 
the thin Blood thick: But that he that can ſhew how 
this is done, muſt be as wiſe as the wiſeſt Man that 
ever was, or ſhall be ;, but yct he tells us how Acids do 
theſe things, by being differently ſpecificd with other 
things, Therefore the Gentleman has not done 
genteely by me, in faying, there was nothing in 
the 5 pages but fcurrility, and quotations our of 
Flelmont, Hoffman, Fypocrates, and ' Etmuller, 
whoſe ipſe dixit*s I hope are yet as good Argu- 
ments with the Phyſical World, as Colbatc}*s, or 
any ſmall Author's of greater Confidence; and lit- 
te time; and Practice. He- ſays alſo that I bave 
—_ 7: falaci> 
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falaciouſly taught a wrong way of experimenting, whether 
Acids will thicken and coagulate the Blood ;- for be un- 
derſtands that 'T made my Experiments an Blood that 
had ſtood, when the grumous part was coagulated,which 
is a very irrational way, T anſwer, his underſtand- 
ing is too ſhort, I did not make a few Experiments 
on Blood, or a few ways; I have not only tryed 
Blood when cold, or in a Porringer, but let it run 
out of the Vein unto Acid, and other Liquors, and - 
that diluted, and with, warm Water, If the A- 
cid be much it will make a great alteration ; if lit- 
tle, proportionally ; but tho? it be ſo little as to 
make , no alteration ſenſible to the Eye, yet the 
Acid particles may pin together ſome of the Glo- 
bules of | the Blood, ſo as to make a 'Figure, and 
ſize, that will not paſs ſome ſmall Veſſel or other, 
and that ſtop more, and that ſtagnated Blood may 
corrupt, and get a peregrine ferment, and either 
produce ſome topical Maladie, or excite ſome diſ- 
orderly fermentation in the Blood that preſſes 
upon it. But as to the Gentleman's queſtion, whe- 
ther Acids diluted and taken inwardly will coagulate 
the Blood when its warm, fluid, and perpetually cir- 
culating through it's Channels, and a due commixture 
made of all its parts with whatever is ingeſted? | 
anſwer, This Queſtion amounts to this, whether 
the Blood will be coagulated by Acids while it 
retains its due Motion and Conſiſtence ; that is, in 
ſhort, whether the Blood will be coagulated white 
It is uncoagylated ? A wiſe Queſtion ! 

But he tells us, to convince us, that Acids will not 
coagulate the Blood when judiciouſly uſed, (judiciouſly, 
that is I ſuppoſe by the preſcription ot an Acid, 
Dr. or elſe they may.) We may take 4 or 5 drops of 
Oy! of Yitriol, or Sp. of Niter in 3 or 4. ſpoonfuls of 
Witer ; &c. Such a proportion of Acid is as much, or 

more 
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more than can be admitted tmto the Blood 'at any time, 
when taken inwardly. But how does the Gentleman 
know that no more can be admitted ? Why he ſays 
ſo, and he'd have vs believe him. Well we will for 
once ; but then ſay I, I doubt Acids wiil do no 
wonders in caſting out the Devil Alkali : For 
ſuppoſe a Man ſhould have 12 Ounces of Alkall in 
him (which'is a ſmall quantity to what may well be 
ſuppoſed,) but by ſome error in Diet, or by ſome 
other means he has 13 or 14 Ounces ; 4 or 
drops of Oyl of Vitriol, or Sp, of Niter will do 
very little towards expelling, or mortifying an 
Ounce or » of Alkali, as any one may fee by mix- 
Ing ſvch Quantities; nor can the Gentleman en- 
ſure that ſmall Cargo of Acid to arrive ſafe into the 
deſigned port, but ten to one ſome part of it may 
be loſt by the way, ſplitting on ſome Alkalous 
Rock in the Stomach, or be pyrated by the Gal], 
and fo carried another way out of the hady. But 
tho? there is great doubt what may become of it 
if given inwardly, yer it is certajn it may be mixt 
In what quantity one pleaſes in a Porringer ; but 
then whether the Portinger would not borrow 'a 
Itttle of ir, or lend it ſome Matter to make Sacco, 
Saturni of, I ſuppoſe the Gent. never enquired, 
or whether the Gooſe Quill he ſtirs 1t with, and 
the Water ddes not do more to hinder its Coagu- 
lation, than the Acids did to hinder or promote it. 
But we come to the Gentleman's Experiments. 
He tells us, the way to maze Experiments on 
Blood is, baving opewd a Vein, begin to drop your A- 
cid mixture into the Porringer, and apitate 1t with a 
Gooſe Quill till the Blood is cold. And by this method, 
be ſays,h: bas with Oyl ef Vitriol, and Sp.of Niter, &c, 
preſerved Blood fluid, and alſo free from Putrefadion, 
the laſt of which, is what neither Volatil, nor fixt 
B 3 Alkaltes 
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Alkalies will do, as may be ſeen by the Jollowing 1 Ex- 
periments, | 
EJFEERJIMENT. r, 
He Wy with 5 or 6 Ounces of Blood, 6 Drops of 
a of Þ diluted in 2 Ounces of Water and it eſients 
the Blood fluid, gave it a better colour and con/aſtency 
than ſome of the ſame he mix*d nothing with, he kept it 
in a YViol 18 Days, and it was equally free from any 


ſmell, or [1gns of Putrefadtion, as Ad it fream's 
from the Vein, - , 


In Anſwer to which I ſay. he is not ſure that the 
2 Ounces of Water would not do more towards 
keeping the Blood fluid, thin, and of a bright co- 
lour,than the 6 Drops of 2 of ® could do one way 
ON MENT... 

But to do_ the Gent: al riekt.; and to Aufives 
fairly to his Experiments,I try'd them more nicely 
than he did: For I took the ſame Proportion of & 
of @Þ and Water that he did,agd having made it juſt 
blood-warm in the Viol,1 let the Blood of a healthy 
young Man run from the Vein into it, till I had 
chat juſt quantity by weight in proportion to the - 
o» Of and Water,and ſhaking them well together, 
and ſtoping the Viol with a Cork, I {et it by : Ir 
ſoon look'd of a- muddy black Colour, and _ 
open'd at 14 Days it began to ſtink, _ /. 

«a EAPERIJMENT 2 
The like proportion of Blood, be ſays, be mix*d with 
30 Drops of Oyl of Tartar, in 2 Ounces of Watcr, it 
feewd to remain fiuid in the Porringer > but having let 
i6 ſtand cloſe ſtop'd in a Viol 3 or 4 days, the grumous 
part was: precipitated, and it ſtunk moſt 1ntollerably, 
_ and the ſmell was like that proceeding from a dead 
Body, whoſe ns or other Vicera have been Ulce- 
rated. , _ TR Eid We ko. 
Tg I - 4. T6: 
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The Gentleman has one thing very remarkable 
in this Experiment, viz. That the ſmell of the 
Blood was like that of one whoſe Lungs,or other V:- 
cera,have been exulcerated. He has a very nice Noſe 
doubtleſs, that can diſtinguiſh the ſmell of thoſe 
parts from that of all other Fleſh corrupted z cis 
wonder if he don't conclude the exulceration of 
the Lungs proceeds from Oylof Tartar / 

But l[ try'd this Experiment alſo, after the ſame 
manner I did the former; I open'd It at 4 Days, 
and it had no more ill ſmell than when it came 
from the Vein; at $ Days open'd it again, It was 
likewiſe free from any ill ſmell; fo again at 12 
Days, at 14, and at 18, andat 23, and at 28 Days, 
it look?d well, and had no ill imel], when ſome - 
Blood that had nothing but the proportion of 
Water ſtunk in half the time. 

EXPERIMENT 3. 

He mix*d, he ſays, with the like quantity of Blood, 
20 Drops of $p. of M, dulc. in 2, Ounces of Water,qnd 
it preſered the Blood, fluid, gave it a better colour, 
bjndering its parts from ſubſ1ding, nor did it ſtink 11 
the leaſt while be kept it, which was 20 or 30 Bo 

In this Experiment the 20 drops of Sp. of  dulc. 
mulk have at leaſt 1o of Sp. of Wine,which we know 
will preſerve Blood. But I tryed thisalſo as I did the 
foregoing, and having kept it 14 Days it funk 
much, and look*d no better chan that in which 
was nothing but Water. But in his 

EXPERIMENT 
' He ſays be mixed 39 Drops of Sp.of * with 4, Oun- 
ces of Blood, and it preſerv'd it fluid; but after 5 or 
8 Days he open'd tie V0, and it ſent forth a very 
efendine Stink, 

[ allo try'a this Experiment, as I did the others, 

and open'd the Viol at 8 Days, at 12 Days, at1s 


B 4 Days, 
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Days, and at 20 Days, and it had no ill ſmell at all, 
laſtly at 28 Days was thin,and of better colour and 
conſiſtence than the Blood in any of the other Ex- 
periments, and had no il] ſmell ; but that with the 
& of © look'd worlſt of all. ELTT 
The Gent. adds, If theſe four Experiments are 
not enough to convince the Dr, of the falſehood of my 
Aſſertion, be bas variety of - others at his Service, '1 
anſwerghe whoſe commanding Requeſts oblig'd the 
Gentleman to write, needs no more to convince 
him. Burt I think if they will ſerve | him no het- 
ter than theſe have done, he 'will do better to 
keep his ſervice to himſelf; | 
The Gent. ſays, pag. 17. that whereas I argue 
a juvantibus & ledentibus, and ſay that Acids are 
ſeen often to burt in Hypochondriack, Hyſterick and 
Scorbutical Caſes, and m Ulcers, Iſſues, &c. which 
01 the contrary are relieved by Alkalics, but Le has but 
my bare word for it, 1 ſay my Word is as gocd as 
anothers; but I could give Obſervations not only 
of my own, but of divers famous Phyſicians : But 
no Authorities, but thoſe of Acid Doctors, are 


any thing to the Acid Gentleman ; who farther 


ſays, ſhould he undertake effefFually to prove that Acids 
are the only Medicines which cure thoſe Diſeaſes I 

have named, it muſt be by enumerating obſervations 
' of Cures perform?d by them, which would make bis E- 
piſtle too long, Here the Gentleman ſpeaks wel ; 
for if he ſhould prove that Acids, are the only 
Medicines that. cure theſe Diſeaſes, he muſt nor 


only enumerate all the Acid DoQors Cures, (who 


I am well inform'd often Cure fe yecidiva) but 
he muſt. enumerate all the Cures that have been 
_ donein the World of theſe Diſeaſes, and. aſcertain 


us that all of them were done by Acids, which 


would indeed be too long for a Letter to a Man of 
a. Een FAA Hu OR MACS: _ buſineſs, 


F< & 
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buſineſs. But I believe he would in his own Pradtice 
hardly be able to give us many inſtances of Ulcers 
curd with nothing but Acids, or be willing to be 
dreſsd with nothing elſe himſelf, But to ſave the 
vaſt labour, he gives us a Catalogue of ſome 6f the 
moſt celebrated Medicines uſed in curing thoſe di- 
ſftempers, as ſteel m-4ts beſt Preparations, all the Acid 
Spirits and Elixirs, Crem. Tart, Tart. Vitriolat. 
Sal. Succini, @c. and refers to Dy. Colbatch bis 
Authority. But 1 muſt tell the Gentleman, Dr. Col- 
batch his Authority, and his reaſoning, are no bet- 
ter one than the other. Steel, Acid Spirits, ©. 
he ſays are the moſt celebrated Medicines in uſe, 
in the cure of the foremention'd Diſeaſes. Ergo, 
thoſeDiſeaſes are cur?d by nothing elſe: And would 
that be good Logick, yet the Medicines enumera- 
ted are not all Acids, or cure as ſuch, as we may 
have occaſion to ſhew before we have done, 

But our Gent. ſays, pag. 18. He wort believe me 
that an Acid can be got from Blood or Urine, of either 
healthy, or diſeaſed et fon becauſe I have not told 
him the proceſs. Anſwer, . ] thought I had told jr 
plain-enough to any one that underſtands a little 
Chymiſtry : And I can make him helieve'it very eg- 
fly. but that I don't write to teach Gentlemen 
J Chymiſtry, but to ſhew them the Ignorance, 
S and groundleſs Confidence and danger of Acid 
 Quacks. But he complains farther, that 7 will net 
teach him the Legerdemain of mixing Alk. and Acid, 
fo that no Acid,but an Alkatous Liquor ſh. all be diftil”d 
From it. 4n Alk, and Acid; fo that ncither Mk. ne 
Acid, ſhall be obtain'd, but a Salſum. Again an 
Alk. and Acid, ſo that neither Alk. Acid, nor Sal- 
ſum ſhall-be obtain'd, but an Oleun. 1 muſt confeſs, 
theſe tricks are Lege rdemain, andtill he underſtands 
A lictle Gly mical Legerdemain, he will nevgr 

| compre= 


26 A Letter to a Gentleman, 


comprehend them, and I beg his excuſe for not 
teaching them, there is ſomething more than 


ordinary in them. and they muſt not be profaned. F 


Te 5) lieg toy Toll 14472 lezgiCuy dySewnmn, irvuru 
peCnnom ') whips, mev 1 Taway poi imgipnns. 
 "Immmon. | | 
But I will demonſtrate the truth of any of theſe 


Operations, when ever I ſhall have a ſufficient 
Reaſon for ſo doing. 

The Gentleman alſo ſays, The natural or artifici- 
al Conjuntion of an Acid ,and an Alkali, which 1 ſay 
will make a Salſum, he calls an Acid, becauſe the 
Acid is moſt predominant.,and does operate as ſuch : foy 


Tartar Vitriolat, which T call a Salſum, diſſolved * 


in Water will work upon Steel as manifeſtly as Sp.of Þ, 
which 1s allow'd to be an Acid, 1 anſwer, he may | 


call it an A(6-head, if he will ; but I ſay, where the 
Aſs-head is predominant, there is not the true Salr 
{avour ; and Tartar Vitriolat. if it be a Salſum as 


it ſhould, be has neither the Ac. nor Al. predo- | 
 Minate ; nor does its working on Steel prove it to | 
be an Acid, or to Operate as ſuch; as the Gentle- | 


man himſelf, being better inform'd, and forgetting 


what he had faid, aſſerts, pag. 43. 1ron, ſays he, | 
will be diffoly?d by Acid, Alkali, or Sal nutrum, and | 
inſtances in Sp. of Urin, Sp of , Crem. Tartar, | 


Tartar Vitriolat. and Com. Salt. 
The Gent. aſſerts farther, pag, 19. That com- 


mon Salt, by often diſſolving and cryſtalizing, will be 


fo deprived of its Bittern, as to a& as an Acid by 
diſſolving Steel, &c. But if you would do it at once, 
you muſt put an Ounce of $þ of © into 2 Quarts of ſo- 
lution of Salt, and then evaporate, &c. and you will 
have the Salt much more wholeſome, and uſeful in all 
Caſes, and pag. 20. baving thus proved Sea Salt to 
be an Acid, be cannot imagine bow it ſhould be the 
cauſe of the Scurvy, when theres ſcarce a better Me- 


dicine 
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» Wicine known for its Cure than Sp. of ©. I anſwer, the 
(Gentleman having quitted his. Opinion, (as be- 
' Wore ſaid} pag: 43. that the ſolution of Steel is an 
* Argument of the diſſolvents being an Acid, I hope 
\ Bhe will alter his Opinion 1n other things where he 
is miſtaken, or at leaſt ſee he hath contradicted 
himſelf, as his Maſter Acid uſed to do. But if he 
adds Sp. of & to his Com. ©, I confeſs that may 
| Ework as an Acid in it, and do what the Salt would 
[not do, but It will not be more whpleſome ar 
betrer 1n all Caſes ; for Bittern it {elf 1s good for 
ſomething, tho* the Geantleman's Maſter Colbatch 
hath Damn'd it. | 6 
! 'So if Sp. of Salt were a Medicine, good for the 
| & Scurvy, it does not follow that common Salt toe 
FE much eaten may not cauſe it. And as to the Gen- 
| © tleman's Aſſertion, that there's ſcarce a better Me- 
| dicine known for the Scurvy than Sp. of Salt, I ſay 
i he talks as old Wives uſe to do ; whatever they 
_F have heard commended, they will ſay 1s the beſt 
KF thing in the World. But let it be gocd ; yet, it I 
SZ thought he would not be angry,becauſe 1 dont tell 
Þ what, I wonld afirm, 1 know 2 or 3 better Medi-. 
WJ cines for the Scurvy. But he adds, The Scurvy be- 
2 ng the Symptom of a PutrefaGion of the Fuices of our 
I Bodies, it: will ſ6ill look more like a Paradox, that Sals 
| which is the known'preſeryative of dead Fleſh, ſhould: 
| be the cauſe. of 6 i lure in that which 1s alive, | 
aniwer, a PutrefaCction in the Juices of living Bo- 
dies, except in Sores and Ulcers, hes not I think 
been ſhewn - Bur it is certain,that which will pre- 
ſerve dead Bodies,would kill living ones; as drying, 
for inſtance: and I believe even an Acid Doctor, 
it he were Sous*'d, or hangd up in a Chimney a 
little while with Bacon, (tho* he were very well 
lalted firſt) would ſoon be of this Opinign, So 
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Sp. of Wine, tho! it preſerves Fleſh, being druniÞt: 
in too large a quantity will make corrupt Work,inÞ® 
the vital oeconomy;yea,l don't queſtion but & of@ 
Crab Verjuice, or Lemons, and Oranges them- 
ſelves, may be taken in quantities large enongh tq 
kill a Man, as I believe fome Perſons have experi. 
mented. Nor is the Gentleman's reaſoning mors 
ſharp, in ſaying, Nor, will the want of the ſpiritual 
Parts of Fleſh, and Fiſh, appear to be the cauſe of any 
Diſeaſe, when Phyſicians preſcribe to wenerial Pati- 
ents, Fleſh roaſted or boyled to drineſs, and ſuch other 
. food as yields the leaſt of ſpirituous, and volatile Al 
kalous Parts; as Water-gruel, Bisket, &c. Phyſi- 
clans (whether they do wiſely or no ®tis no mat- 
ter ) preſcribe things that yield the leaſt volatile 
alkalous, and ſpiritual Parts. in the Pox, Ergo the 
want of ſpirituous and: volatile parts in our Meat, + 
can't be the cauſe of any Diſeaſe, But I believe 
the Gentleman's Phyſician never preſcrib?d , him 

. Fleſh boyl'd to dryneſs. But he rejoyns as ſharply, 
| that #f be did not deſagn brevity, be could bring inſtan- 
ces to prove that Acids are not tbe cauſe of the Scur- 
' ©y,' but the only ſalubrious Medicines in uſe againſt 
that Diſkemper. 1 anſwer, it is good to be briet; 
but I dowt know that I ever faid Acids are the 
cauſe of the Scurvy, and therefore he ſays nothing 
againlt me. But to prove they are the only falubri- 
ous Medicines in uſe for this-Diſcaſe, he muſt know 
all the Medicines that are in uſe, and their ſucceſs, 
But inſtead of this, he gives us only a Story that a- 
nother worthy Gentleman told bim, that having been 
long troubi'd with the Scurvy, by reading DoFer Col- 
batch's TratFs, be was prevaiPd upon to eat Lemons 
ſtoutly, by which method be recover'd, after the incffe- 
dual uſe of the Preſcripts of the Phyſicians of the beſt 
repute. | SR 


This 
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- This is what the Gent. has to ſay, to perſwade 
s that Acids are not the Cauſe, but the only Me- 
\Micines in the Cure of the Scurvy. One Gentle- 
nan told another z but were Gentlemen infalli- 
le in conneAing Cauſes, and Effects (as Phyſicians 
re not) yet the ſingle matter of Fa&t comes to us 
zut upon the word of an unknown Gentleman, 
who 'tis ſaid was ſo lucky as to meet with Mr. 
olbatch his Tracts, whereby (not to omit the beſt 
pf the Story) he became ſuch a prodigious Lemon 
ater, as that he ſoon arriv'd to the perfection of 
ating 3O In a Day, this was a perfeCtion the Qua- 
er never attain'd, ?tis pity he conceals his Name, 
[ believe he might make himſelf as famous as Will. 
Foy, or the great Cock-eater. we 
The Gent. ſhews, pag. 21. that he has miſap- 
prehended me, for I never ſaid as he would make 
me; That we loſe more in weight, ſitting ſtill in a 
roſty Morning, than if we were in the Bagnio, or 
that the coldneſs and moiſture of the Air opens the 
Pores to promote Perſpiration. - But I ſay ſtill, there 
Is certainly more matter carried off by inſenſible 
Perſpiration, than by ſweating, taking one time 
with another; and that a freſh air promotes Perſpi- 
ration,is not only proved by Seamens eating mere, 
and voiding leſs other Excrements than thoſe ar 
Land, but is reaſonably concluded from the conſi- 
deration of the diſlolving Power of the Air, where- 
by any tenacious Matter in the ſurface of the Bod 
ſtopping the Pores is removed ; and perhaps this 
Is a chief Reaſon that a clear Air is ſo beneficial to | 
divers ſick Perſons; and tho? the Air at Sea may be 
ſuppos'd more moiſt than the Air at Land, yet the 
Sea certainly ſends up fewer clammy Effluvia than 


the Land, that abounds with ſo many ſulphurous 
Matters, | 


Again 
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| Again he ſays, pag. 22. That 7 confeſs I cam, fe 
ſer how an Acid canbe ſeparated from Sea Salt wha - 
in the Blood, and yet 1 affirm mm the next page, tha 
Acids are found ſeparated in farther receſſes than th 
Stomach and Guts, I anſwer, I did not then on] 
confeſs, but do profeſs ſtill, 1 don't ſee how an A. 
cid can be diſtild from Sea Salt in the Blood, &t, 
Yet I affirm that Acids have been found in farthe: 
receſles than the Stomach and Guts ; as the Gent 
alſo does, pag. 33. inſtancing the Pancreatick Juice, 
But I did not ſay from Sea Salt ; for there are di: 
vers other things eaten and drank, that are indeed 
Acid, or capable of being made ſo, without the 
help of a ſtrong Fire, And I affirm (as all Phyſicians 
;that conſider will acknowledge) contrary to- the 
inconfiderate Aſertion of the Gentleman, that 
there are other ſeparations to be made of our - Food, 
(tho? not of Sea Salt, which 1s ejected as it went in) 
requiſite beſides a diſſolution of their Texture, or 
elſe the various Juices of our Bodies could not. be 
maintained and repaired. 
The Gentleman, pag. 23. talks of the relation 
I gave of Mr. Smiths Death, by taſting an Acid 
Liquor in a Ciſtus of a cancerons Breaſt, more like 
a Gentleman than a @hyſician. For he ſaith, a Man 
that is poiſoned is commoaly delirious on bis death-l| 
bed, and *tis not unuſual to bear ſuch accuſe the moſt 
proper Medicine as the cauſe of their Death, If he 
had been a little mform'd of the nature of Poiſon, 
he would have learnt that Poiſon is a general name. 
common to many different and oppoſite things, 
that kill in ſmall] quantity with various and oppo* 
lite Symptoms, and does not always make Men 
deliriovs, neither can he ſuppoſe this Cancerous 
Liquor was given Mr. 5mith as a Medicine. But 
ſuppoſing Mr. Smith was poiſon'd, (adds he) y = | 
| ollow 
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follow according to my Aſſertion, it was not doye by an 
Acid, becauſe I could not ſee how an Arid Spirit can 
be ſeparated from any thing while. in the Blood, 1 an- 
ſwer, I don't know where | faid an Acid conld 
' not be ſeparated from any thing in the Blood, bur 
that Sp. of Salt could not be diſtiIPd there ; but 
had 1 faid fo, it will not follow that Mr. Smith was 
not poiſon'd by that Liquor, or that it was not an 
Acid ; for that Liquor doubtleſs was produced in 
the part by a preternatural Fermentation, after 
whatever was the matter of it was ſeparated from 
the Blood. But be adds, granting it a ſtrong Acid, 
how will you account for its not making way throw tbe 
Breaſt before amputation ? I anſwer, very cealily.z no 
diſſolvent tho? ever ſo ſtrong acts in an inſtant, 
but muſt have time ; that had not time enough to 
do it. I will hold 49. Fortis, or a ſtronger Liquor 
in my Hand without diſſolving it. But he ſays 
farther, if it bad been an Acid it could not fail of 
raiſong an Eſcar on Ar. Smith's Tongue, and that 
would bave filPd his 2outh with a ſtink far ſurpaſſing 
that of any Acid Liquor, Here the Gent. forgets 
himſelf, and contradias what he endeavour'd be- 
fore to prove, viz, That Acids preſerve from 
Corruption and Stink ; but he ſhews himſel? but a 
. Small Surgeon, and little acquainted with Chy-. 
mical Liquors. For an Eſcar does not itink fo 
ſoon, tho? made with Acivls, nor do the'ftrong- 
elt Acids make them ſo haſtily 4 I will taſte 49. 
_ Fortrs, or any common Acid at any rime without 
hurting my Tongue, but I can ſhew him an Acid 
Liquor that ſtinks, worſe than any mortified Fleſh 
| tif ever law. But he preſumes that the Phy/zcran 
ol bo told me this Story bad the care of Mr. Smith, 
+ 9nd fail'd not in giving the moſt celebrated Alkaltes, | 
1 Phich it appears. did bim no Service, wherefore be be- 
—_ lieves 
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lieves the Liquor be taſted did. not kill bim, without 
other belp. But to ſhew that all this is indeed pre- 
ſamprian, I will bring the Gentleman to the Phy- 
fician, if he pleaſes, before whom I am perſwaded 
he will not ſo preſume. . 
But the Gent. ſays, pag. 24+ That my ſuppoſiti- 
on, that if the Blood in the ſmall Pox, Scurvy,and 
Gout, yields more Alkali, it is hence that the Acid is 

precipitated and fix'd in the extremities by meetin 
Alkalies, is overthrown by analyzing the Chalkey ſub- 
ſtance in the Gout, which exhibits. the Phenomena of 
Alkalies. | rejoyn, I hope the Gent. will not any 
more urge that the Chalkey ſubſtance in the Gout, 
yielding the Phenomena of Alkalies, overthrows 
what I ſaid in the ſmall Pox, and Scurvy ; nor 
does it, ſay I, neceſſarily diſprove my Afſertion 
even in the Gout ; for I have told him that an A-. 
cid and an Alkali joyn'd, will ſometimes yield no 
Acid in diſtil}ation, but an Alkali, as I can demon- 
ſtrate at aay time, tho' I have not. yet thought fit 
to teach proud Empyricks, or all ſorts of Gentle- 
men the Art of Chymical Legerdemain, whereby I 
can demonſtrate that all the Experiments the Gen-. 
tleman builds upon are fallacions. He ſays alſo that 
be knows tis difficult to give judgment to a grain 1n 
the diſtillation of Blood, yet the drfference-is ſo manifeſt | 
between morbid and ſound Blood, that 6o or more 
grains may be allow?d fer Pcrſpiration, deficiency of 
fire, or waſte in large Glaſſes, &c. But I tell him, 
neither he nor his Door have made Experiments 
enough,or nice enough,to find a certain Difference. 
But if we ſhould ſuppoſe that the Blood does in 
ſome Diſeaſes yield by diſtillation more Alkali 
than in Health, it will not follow that the Diſeaſe 
was caug'd by Alkali, but the Alkali may rather 
be ſuppos'd the effect of the Diſeaſe; for it P well 
nown 


green, yer bavve. in them a manifeſt Acid, as Oy 


_ tle-makes 


Ach ther they embo 
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known, - that even Bodies that will yiela large quantiries 


of Acid in Diſtillation and no: Alkali, will by a fermen- 
.tative, Heat. be fo alrer'd, 'as to yield a great deal of Al- 
kali and no Acid; and in like manner the preternatural 


Ferment in ſome Diſeaſes may fo alter the Liquors of 


our Bodies, as that they may yield more Alkali, and 


leſs or no Acid. Ge ogg 
- But the Gentleman ſays, pap. 25., My Experiment 


. of the Saliva's turning the Syrup of Violets green, does 


not prove that it js not impregnated with a manifeſt A- 


cid, which 3s what Dr. Colebatch aſſerts ; for tvere are 


a multitude of other Bodies which will turn the P 
s 


orup 
and 


wvinows Spirits, "which tho they have a manifeſt Acid, 


yet its ſo ſheath'd im the other parts of the find, that it 


cannot be unlock or ſet at liberty, to exert it ſelf by ſo 


clammy a Body as Syr. of Violets, yet they operate on other 


Bodies by wyertue of their Acid, as Oy! of Turpentine will 
diſſokve Copper, the Acid in Sulphur, Turpentine, Spit- 
Daicklor eaſily embody 2ith them ; and be- 
cauſe I ſay, its from the Turpentine's conſiſting of ramous 
and flexible parts, he thinks it 1s the ſame with ſaying, 
they conſiſt, of nothing as all ; for till 1 ſhew him oy 
ramons and flexible | nl he muſt belive it is from the 
#1) ly with Mercury. * 
Whagthe'Genrleman ſays now is much to the pur- 
po'e, i|-hope he will help to bring the Acidilts to ſenſe. 
For if the.Saliva's turning the Syrup green, does not 


_ prove that it.is nor impregnated with, and does not act 
as A manifeſt Acid, then the Serum of Blood's turning 
Syrup of Violets 'green, does not. prove that to abound 
-with an Alkali, and not to be an Acid ; and ſo what 
Mr. Colebatch aflerts. is a Miſtake, and his Criterion 


fallible,, and; fo the ground of his Hypotheſis is gone, 
and the Gentleman mult rake his Doctrine merely upon 


(G dies 


his Word: And if there are a multitude of other Bo- 
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dies which turn Syr. of Violets green, that are to be deno-, 
minated Acids Fils their quality, of which 4 _ were 

digeſted, they would fail of their Intenfion which they 

perform #7 as he ſays, pag. 26. 'Then Gentle- 
men can be no more Judges of his Maſter Colebatch's 

Hypotheſis. But how the Gentleman ſhould affert that 

vinous Spirits and Oyl of 'Turpentine, &c. have ma- 
nifeſt Acids, I can't tell, unleſs the conſtant uſe of Crab 

Verjuce makes all things reliſh ſo with him, . for 1 ata 
ſure he never made it manifeſt to any that was not an 
Acidift ; and that Oy] of 'Turpentine's Acid can't be 
unkgckt by the clammy Body of Syr. of Violets, and 

Yet that it works upon the much more tough body. of 

Copper, is very ſtrange if true; but it's ſtranger thar 

things conliſting of ramous parts ſhould be conſiſting of 

nothing, or that whatever is not done by Particles a 

Gentleman can ſee muſt be done by Acid ; but the. 

Gentleman muſt belicvg it, and who can help it ? But 

be profeſs he will not believe me, that inſipid Calxes 

will kill Quichklver, till I tet him more of it, for he 
knows none that will bold js ſo long as Saline or Acid 
Bodies, Well, becauſe he is now a Gentleman, I will 
rell him more of it than I did before. 1 did not fay 
that Calxes indifferently will hold Quickſilver ſo long 
as any faline or Acid Bodies, what the Calxes of Gold 
and Silver may do, I will leave to them rhat have made 
all the enquiry into the nature of Metals Human Induſtry 

* =_> of. I know it will amalgam with Metals 

that deſtroy Acids, but if you take almoſt any Calx, 


or Earth not too dry, you may rub Mercury in it ſoas 
ro-loſe fight of it, and ſo as you ſhall nor be able to ſe- 
parate it but by Fire : Yea Mercury is ſo ready to be 
 concern'd with things that are no Acids, that it will 
become inviſibly embodied with common Water, and 
the Parts and Humours of a Man's Body, notwithſtand- 
ing all his Alkalies in Sicknefs and nl 


ealth. 
_ The 
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- The Gentleman fays, the Trials I made on Saliva 


being of that taken from ſound Perſons often eating and 
eh pling Acids, he underſtands Acids did not impair 


their Health. 1 anſwer, he does underſtand no ſuch 


thing, for Acid did often ſo much towards inipairing, 
that had they not uſed alkalous things to over-balance 
them, they would not have been ſound long. And 

tho' in the diſtillation, as he minds me, I found a Sal- 
ſum in the Cap. Aort. from which an Acid might be 
got, yer that Salſum I take to be nothing bur Sea Salt , 
which would not. be turned into an Acid otherwiſe than 
by a ſtrong Fire. _ 


Our Gentleman remarks alſo, that I fay, Saliva 


o 


' when evaporated yielded a grateful Smell: But his. Dr. 


knows that Nutmegs, Cinnamon, &c. and all odorife- 
rous Vegetables abound with Acid and Sulphur, from 
whence proceed their grateful Smells ; Is it ot then rea- 


ſonable to conclude, that that pleaſant Smell in the Saliva 


came from Acid and Sulphur ? | reply, the Dr. knows 
no ſuch thing, he neyer ſaw Sulphur in, or got from * 
aromatick or odoriferous Plantrs,- nor does their Smell 
proceed from Sulphur and Acid, but from pure Oyls ; 
the ſmel] of Sulphur every body knows 15 not pleaſant, 
but mixed with -Oyls both become abominable Stinkers. 
But he gives a reaſon, ſuch as it is, for all animal Sub- 
ſtances when tending to Corruption, emitting a noxious 
Smell, and from them inthat ſtate he cannot find a Sat- 
ſum as I did from Saliva. But | ſay, That from A- 
nimal Subſtances in a ſtate of Corcuprion I, can find a 
Salfum, «as from Blood, Urine, &*c. tho” he cane. 
The Gentleman in Anſwer to what I ſaid ob the Sto- 
mach, that rhere's no need of an Arid-there, and that 
my Stomach is beſt when there's not ſo much as to cur- 
die Milk; replies, that there may be an Acid in the Sto- | 
mach, tho not ſo much as to curdle Milk ; for a ſmall. 
ailuted m Fater,” pour d 
2  flowly 
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frowly into Mk will not curdle it, and Wines have in 


them a manifeſt Acid; and Vegetables, in. whom Acid 
abounds, decotted in Milk will not coapulate it. Tan- 
ſwer, A ſmall quantity of Acid, tho* not-enough to 
coagulate Milk pour'd into it ſlowly, will yer do ut if 
digeſted in a heat like that of the Stomach ; but Wines 
are, not manifeſtly Acid, ' unleſs they taſte four ; and 
the Vegetables he talks of are nameleſs. - | 
| He ſays farther, pag..27. to convince me that the 
Saliva as as an Acid, he will enquire what Fuices 
are brought imto the Stomach to cauſe Hunger, and he 
can fmnd none but the Saliva; therefore he concludes 
Hunger u caus'd by the Fuice ſtrain d from the ſalival 
glands , and in Fevers, when that Moiſture is defict- 
ent, there 1 no deſire of Food ; and alſo that Lemons and. 
. Oranges cauſe Hunger ;, and if Hunger is caus'd only by 
Acids, he would have me prove what Tuice is brought 
into the Stomach from any other Part that yields more 
Acid. The Gentleman is ſo profound at Reaſoning, © 
one muſt ſometimes have a long Line to fiſh for his 
Arguments. Come on then, let us try to catch this. 
The Saliva acts as an Acid; and why? becauſe he can 
find no other Juice brought into the Stomach to cauſe 
Hunger; and if Hunger is caus d only by Acids, I muſt 
prove ſome other Juice brought in from ſome other 
Part that yields more. Well, but if Hunger is nor 
caus d by Acids, or by Juices, and he has prov'd nei- 
ther, then the Argument is gone. Yes, but Lemons 
and Oranges caufe Hunger ; then, | ſay, the Saliva 
may be excus'd from that Office, fince Acid Doctors 
are ſo ready to convey them in. _ 1 wiſh they don't 
breed a Famine. Burt in Fevers, when the Saliva is 
wanting, there's no Appetite. But 'tis no matter, 
lince Lemons and Oranges are more ſharp than the Sa- 
liva it felt, for the very thoughts of them, will -put a 
Man's Mouth in diforder, But it 'one may ſpeak treely 


ro 


concerning A\ikalt and Acid. 77 


to a Gentle man, I muſt tell him, a Clown would have 
given a better Reaſon of Hunger, that it is causd moſt 
commonly by want of Victuals, and not by ſwallow- 
ing ones Spittle, or eating Lemons and Oranges ; for 
if one do neither, yet Faſting will bring that ſenſe ; 
and if one can get neither Lemons nor Oranges, the 
want of a Breakfaſt or two, will make one have a Sto- 
mach to ones Dinner. 

But the Gentleman comes to prove Mr. Colebatch's 
Opinion,” that there are ſome Veſſels paſſing from the 
bottom of the Stomach to the Kidneys ; lf, he confeſſes 
he could never find them in all the Bodies he hath diſſe- 
Fed. I believe fo. Gentlemen don t uſe to diflet Bo- 
dies very oft ; but yet to prove theſe undiſcover d Ca- 
nula's, he gives us the Authority of ſeveral Stories; one 
of a Man that woided by Urine great quantities of 
Herbs, and two Pills. Of another that worded a leaden 
Bullet the ſame way. And of a third, that piſſed the 
Stones of Raiſins. . Of others that piſs d Needles, Alke- 
kengi, and Melon-Seeds, &c. befides he has obſerved the = 
Urine has been perfum'd in 10 or 12, Minutes, by eating 
£ſparagms, or taking Oyl of Turpentme. Now, fay 1, 
it we admit theſe Stories to be true as to matter of fact, 
it' does not prove theſe undiſcover d Paſſages, unleſs the 
Gentleman could prove that theſe things could paſs no 
other way ; but as for thoſe things that. may be ſup- 
pos'd to paſs through very ſmall Paſſages, there are 
ſuch diſcover'd, thro' which they are more like to pals, 
than thro? theſe that are ſo very ſmall, it any, thar no 
Body could ever ſee them. Bur perhaps there is ſome 
Law in Nature, that thoſe Paſſengers that are permit- 
ted to go the ſhort way to the Kidneys, mult {hut the 
Door after them. | 
| The Gent. is not pleas'd, pag. 30, and 31. thatT 
allign a conſiderable ule to the Gall ; bur he has either . 
not conliderately read, or miſrepreſented what | yy 
_—_— ® 


29 A Letter to a Gentleman, ; 
of it. He ſays, that the Dung affording a fxt Salt 
(as I told him) like that my ford t + A and 
the Chyle not appearing ting'd with Greenneſs, nor Milk 
nelding any ſuch fixt Salt, are indications that the Gall is 
carried down with the reſt op Excrements, but not 
mix'd with the Chyle ; neither, thinks be, will the nar- 
rowneſs of the Venz LaCtez admit ſo thick @ Liquor as 
the Gall. 1 anſwer, I did not ſay that the Gall was 
carried into the Vene Lefezr, and mix'd with the | 
Chyle there, tho' it muſt be thought to receive irs ſup- 
ply that way ; as all the reſt of Juices of the Body do. 
But any one will confeſs (except he that thinks himſelf 
bound to fay any thing to defend a ſenſeleſs Error) that | 
the Gall cannot iſlue ry into the Duodenum, Without 
being mixed with the Chyle, where it. may very pro- 
ftably ſeize the inimical Acid, and carry it out ar the 
Back-door of the Body. Ig 
But the Gent. goes on to defame this notable Part 
1n the vital Machine, and if what he. ſays of it were . 
true, one might think the Body might have been con- 
rriv'd better, than that ſuch an Enemy ſhould be pla- 
ced in ſo inward a Receſs, at liberty to diſgorge-its Ve- 
nom into the nutritious Juice. And he potlnively at- 
firms, that the Gall s preſence in the, Guts can be of no 
uſe, but to be im a way of being ejected by Stool. If it 
can be of no uſe we can't help it. But the Gent. hath 
not proved it uleleis. Burt he fays, If it be detain'd in 
the Guts, the conſequences are diſmal, yet if any quanti- 
ties paſs downwards, a Diarrhea enſues, &c, Vis dif- 
mal indeed, that whether it ſtay-or go its/morbous et- 
tets are inevitable. , '1 thought he faid 'twas all to he 
ejected by Stool, yet t it go that way we mul have a 
Flux. When the Bile is brought into. the Stomach, 1 
agree With the Genticman, it cauſes Diſorders; but 
Viſcera, as be calls it, 1 think is a new name for the 
| Stomach, But he ſays, 2 may be known that the Co- 
T2 i | , lick; 
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lick, lliaca Paſſio, ' Diarrhea, are Symptoms produced 
from that Fuice by the Excrements being ting'd there- 
ith. Burt | ſay that is not a ſufficient Argument, but 
theſe Symptoms may be caus'd by too much Acid,.. 
wherewith it is loaded, and he ſhould have uſed ano- 
ther Senſe beſide Seeing, tro know whether the Gall 
were too. much in the mixture; I believe he wou'd 
hardly taſte ir bitrer. | 

- But the Gentleman goes on to accuſe the wickedneſs - 
of the Gall, pag. 32. in two inſtances, One of @ Gen- 
tleman he help'd to diſſe, having many defefts in him, © 
but particularly that the Gall-Bladder 20as empty. A- 
nother of a Child, 2wbo had the ſame Defe&s. But there 
is nothing in the Relations, if true, that will prove that 
thoſe Deeds found in the Bodies were causd by too 
much Gall, rather than that they were occaſion'd by 
too little ; fo I ſhall paſs it, only taking notice of two 
things remarkable. 1. That Gentlemen may difle&t 
one another.” 2. That if it be true as he ſays, that 
iboſe Bodies ſtk ſooneſt, in whom the Gall Bladder is 
| found empty, then the Gall muſt needs be allow'd to be 
at leaſt a preſervative againſt Corruption. 

But he comes to Arguments, fo convince us that A- 
cids are admitted into the Blood; and that he 'does,. by 
putting us in mind of the Pancreatick Twice, hich, 
he ſays, « manifeſtly acid to. the taſk, And the Chyle 
taken from the Venz Lattez of a Dog he taſted mani- 
feſtly- cicid, when it has been kept ſome tame ; and from 
AUR's turting ſour. But he had no need to prove thar 
againſt me, for I never ſaid the” Gall kept our all the 
Acid, bur only ,hindred that fo much, as otherwiſe 
would, goes not'in. Burt as for diſcerning the acidiry'ot 
the Pancreartick Juice, or of the Dog's Chyle, that, as 
he ſays, had ſtood, (and turned ſour) . by his Taſte ; 
It 15 no good evidence, \becauſe he takes ſo many Acid 


Draughts in a day, that his Mouth, 1 doubt, can hardly 
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ever be free from a ſour reliſh; and if we had not ber- 
ter _reaſbn than his Evidence, - we ſhould doubr of the 
Pancreatick Juices Atidity. © 

"The Gent has a farther attempt, pag. 35. to take 
off whar 1 faid, as to Acids coagulating and corrupting 
'Biood, Fleſh, Skin, Tendons, &*c. and: he tells us' a- 
gain, my Experiments were tryed a fallatious way, for 
the Oyl of V ztriol alone will coagulate Blood when it's 
cold, and a ſeparation made of its grumous Parts from 
the Serum, yet if it be diluted in a proper quantity of an 
aqueous Vehicle, whic? is the method of grving ſuch A- 


cids, it will preſerve the Blood fluid, and free from Pu- 


trefaction. 1 anſwer, the Oyl of Vitriol will coagulate 
the Blood, and alter its due Texture, before there is a 
ſeparation made of the Serum, yea, while in the Veins, 
if injefted'; and in ali reafon thar which will coagulate 
_ 'muchin ſuch or ſuch a quantity, will ao it a little in a 
ſmall quantity. But Water will certainly dilute and 
make'thin the Blood ; and perhaps two ounces of Wa- 
ter will do more to thin the:Blood, than two or three 
drops of oyl of Vitriol to thicken it, if they always ac- 
company one another ; and 1 do not think it pcflible 
"to give fo much Oyl of Virriol in at the Mouth as is 
enough'to coagulate the maſs of Blood in the Veins, 
without killing by lomething it will do before it comes 
there; but Oyl of Vitriol, and ſuch like things, being 
not ſubj&t to the ferments of our Bodies, and not fo 


eaſily Cartied off by our Heat as W ater, if they come 


into the tlood, mult have their Being ſome where'or 
other, and if they 'hx and adhere toany particular Part, 
may czuſe a ſmall Coagulation there, 'or by thickning 
the Blood retard its motion, or by retarding its motuon 
thicken it, and' fo give occaſion to fume ſtoppage in 
ſome frmall Veins; and wherever the Blocd itagnates 
It will be co-gulated and corrupted, tho' the thing that 
caus'd the Stzgnation were not the jmimediate Cauſe of 
db EH | ts .-"—----—— il 
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he Coagulation and Corruption. Put if Oyl of Vi- 
riol and ſuch Acids be ſo excellent to thin the” Blood, 
and conſequently accellerate its Motions, I would 
know what Gentlemen give it for in Feavers, and 
uch like Diſtempers, rather than Sp- of Sal. Armon. 
hich will do ſo ; if it cools, 1 ſhould think it is by 
retarding the rapid Motion of the Blood, and if the 
Blood run ſlow it is more apt to Coagulate. Bur per- 
haps Gentlemen Acidiſts give -it not, becauſe it re- 
tards, 'or accelerates the Blood, thickens it, or thins it, 
cools it or ' heats it, but merely becauſe it is an Acid, 
and+ will do every thing, 'and that becauſe Mr. Co/e- 
batch ſays, Acids are the only Medicines that cure all 
Diſeaſes, ' be is ſure of ir, (tho' he does no more Cures, 
except deadly ones, than others) and his little Satelires 
muſt fay fo, tho* neither he ror they can tell how it 
Operates, or why they give it. | 
Bur the Gent. urges farther, rhat'2 Ounces of Sp. of 
Viter in a convenient quantity of Water, (what that 1s 
he wont tell us) preſerved an Embrio. And tis the 
Acid of Salt preſerves Fleſh and Fiſh from Putrefafi- 
on: For if you diveſt the Salt of ts Acid, what remaiis 
will never do the buſineſs.” Vinegar and Salt preſerve 
Cucumbers, Capers, '&c. | antwer, 2 Ounces of Sp. 
of Sal. Armon or of a Lixivium, yea or Bittern, 
that wicked thing, in a convenient quantity of Water, 
will do as much, or more ; but why ? Not becauſe 
they are call'd Acid or Alkali, but becaueſe they are 
ſaline Bodies, which in ſuch quantities hinder Fermen- 
tation, _ So Sea Salt, not becauſe it is cald an Acid, 
or an Alkuli, or a Salſum, but becauſe it hinders 
that inward motion of the particles of Fleſh, @c. thar 
would bring it to Corruption. But whether what re- 
mains, will do the like, when Sea Salt is diveſted of 
ts Acid, Mr. Ac:4, nor his Gentleman ever tryed 5 
| For | mult tell them what | find they are ignorant of, 
that 
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that: Sea Salt will be diſtill'd all into Spirit, and be re- ſhur 
duced all into Sea Salt again, ir is ſo homogeneous a {Þ:s 
Body. Bur perhaps he means the Earth, with which {| 
it is diſtill'd, will not do. It is from the ſame reaſon 
that Salt and Vinegar preſerve Cucumbers, &c. But, 
yet i believe, if the Gentleman or his Phyſician either, 
; Were kept a little while in ſuch pickle, he would find 
it not. very friendly to the vital Frame, tho' it might 
keep them from ſtinking. wu 
, Our, Gentleman, pag. 36: tells us, that I ſaid, that 
Animals that yieid balf their weight of Acid Liquor, 
will putrefie ſooner than others, that abound with more if 
Alkali. But he can't conceive what Animals theſe 
ſhould be. No wonder a Gentlemen is unacquainted 
with the Materia Medica, that can't recite what | if 
faid :. For I did not ſay ſooner than others, but as ſoon, 
or ſooner than ſome others 3 not that abound' with 
more Alkali, but that abound with Alkali; for thoſe 
Animals don't abound with Alkali, but with Acid. BÞ: 
Bur tho' he grants what I faid, it won't follow ſays he, Iſ* 
That their PutrefaGtion is caus d. by the great quantity N® 
of Acids; true, | never. argued fo, for Acid is their £* 
proper Nature ; but notwithſtanding they are ſuch j 
four Fellows, they” will corrupt, contrary to Mr. Cole- N* 
batch his Aſſertion, . that :t ,2vere impeſſible that Bodies © 
full of Acid ſhuid piitrifie. But he thinks the Ani- 
nals putrified, becauſe of the deprivation of their Acid, 
it going off in Effluvia. But he is miſtaken, for rhey Þ i 
- were cloſe ftopp'd in a Glaſs, and perſpire much more | * 
when alive. Ge 
. The Gemtleman goes on to make the ſame miſtakes, 
aſſerting that I ſaid Vegetables that yield moſs Acid, and 
Oyl, ill rot ſooner than others; when 1 laid as ſoon, or 
ſooner than ſome others ; and that Crabs, Oranges and 
Lemons will rot ſaoner than Apples, that are nat ſo ſour ; 
when 1 ſaid ſooner than ſome Apples that UE 9 
Our. 
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Buc But be ſays, Experience informs us bow falſe 
Wis Aſertion 15; for Lemons are preſerved longer than 
Woples, and will not putrifie but when bruiſed ; and Le- 
on-pill will be preſerved many Nears by drying. | 
ſwer, Lemons are ppeſerved Jonger than ſome Ap- 
les, but not than others; and thanks to their Peel, 
hich according to the Acid DoCftors ſhould rot . firſt, 
ing leſs Acid.. He adds, that he hath kept a Vege- 
Mable 2 Years in Water, acidulated with Sp. of Salt, 
Wound and entire. I believe it may be true, if try'd 
"n ſome fort of Vegetables. Bur he concludes, with 
> defance to ſhew him an Alkali, Volatile or fixt, that 
will preſerue Animals, or Vegetables from Putrefa&tion, 
ho' | gave'him 2 or 3.in the ſame Leaf, and | would 
W&ive him another, if [ thought he would ſtii] believe 
Bittern, that wicked thing, to be an Alkali. 

But he comes, pag. 37. at length'to Alum, and he 
1s not contented, that 1 ſaid Alum is not an Acid, nor 
bas the effects of an Acid, beacule it turns Syr. of Vio- 
lets green; and that Alum is us'd.in making Leather, 
Yon the account of its aſtringency. Bur the Gentleman 
is of another Opinion, for he finds *tis the Chalk) ſub- 
ſtance im Alum terns the Syr. green : But his reaſon 
15 no better than rhis, that the cid Sp. will: turn the 
Szr. reg; very good; but 1 ſpake of the whole cam-. 
| pound, that it was not an Acid, becauſe it turns the 

>yr. green, and the Gentleman ſays it is, becauie one 
part of the product turns it red. But! have Maſter Cole- 
varch on my {ide, who fays, tho,e things that turn the 
Syr. green are manifeſ# £lkaltes, or abound with Ab 
kalies. But as for the Leather-drefling, he ſays, ?tis 
toe Acid part in Alum, makes the Skins compatt, be + 
cauſe if the . cid be ſevarated, the remaining part will 
be of no ſuch uſe, 1 antwer, if theſe parts be. ſeparated, 
neither will be of uſe, the Caput Adort. will do no- 
thing, and the Acid will ſpoil che - Skins. I'll appeal to 
SA | IS 
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our Country-man, Mr. Yardly,the PhiloſophicalGloy 
whether ever he dreſs'd Leither with Spirit'of Alum 
He fays, be can eaſily anſwer for the rotting of Ci 
fins, when the Bones that abound with Alkali remaihy 
firm; tre rottenneſs is produced by the Alkalous Fleſh, anlif« 
Fuices of the Cadawver, entring the Pores of the Wau 
but the hardneſs of the Cortex of the Bones, havin 
ſmuller Pores than Wood, will not ſo readily admit th 
Alkalons Effluzyia. Burt I anſwer, if Bones had ani 
thing call'd a Cortex, and that were ſo compact, ati 
_ there were not very large and numerous Pores in th 
Pones, yer one would think the Alkali already in the 
moſt intmate receſſes, and wherein they are digeſte 
from withour, ſhould rot them fooner than the Cal 
fins that have it on one {ide only, and are guarde 
within and without, with the mighty preſerver Acid 
The Gentleman replies to what : afferted, that A 
cids are not the only things that will quench thirft j 
Diſeaſes, for Niter will ſooner do'it. That he know 
by Experience if you take from Niter what is Acid, t! 
remaining ſubſtance will not quench Thirſt. 1 anſwer, 
*ris true, - the Earth with which Niter is diſtill'd wil 
not quench Fhirſt. It you rake from Niter, what wil 
by diſtillation 'be made an Acid, you take all away; 
for it will all come over in Spirir, bur Niter given in 
a proper Vehicle will quench Thirſt much better 
than the Epirit. 
Pag. 39. The Gentleman has done ungenteelly by 
me, as well as in ſeveral other places, for he fays, that 
1 ſay, Ol of Vitriol 2s a noble Medicine in Feawers, 
and he agrees with me; when as I ſaid to. Mr. Cole- 
barch, thar I would grant that Oy] of Vitriol might 
be; the beſt Medicine in continual Feavers he knew; 
but | knew a better, and that an Alkah. 
He makes me agree with him, and then fays 
he agrees with me, Oyl of Vitriol is far from 
a 
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| noble. Medicine, ſo / is Com. Oyl of Virriol, 
| rom - What may be made of Vitriol. But he will be- 


J\ 
| 
of Mee that the Medicine, I (ay I have that is better, is 
ain Acid; unleſs T will produce it, But truly I can't 
anſþelp it it he will believe ſo ;, for I ſuppoſe good Me- 
Wicine, and Acid are Synonymous with him : and 
inffyhatever is proved to be good, is to him ſufficiently 
:hproved to be an Acid. But my Medicine is already 
nproduced, and if he or any other civil Gentleman will 
nMcome to me, he ſhall raſte it. 'The Gentleman ſays, in 
Mihe ſame Page, That the wſe of Acids in the ſmall Pox 
Ws 109 {o generally believed and prattis d, tar he need- 
4M 20t trouble us with 4rguments from that Topick. 1an- 
{wer, that it is a yery poor 'T'opick to prove the good- 
nels of a. thing, that 1t is generally, uſed, (but -1 ſup- 
poſe he means by the Acid DoCtors) and he might 
have told us Whores are now generally uſed for the 
great Pox, and have added, that it is ſeldom cured 
without them. His ſtory hic be (ubjoyns of the ſuc- 
ceſs of Acids in the ſmall Pox, 1 ſhall believe to be as he 
calls it, a Srorys not queſtioning the veracity, of his Au- 
thor, or his kill, who never, imagin'd that Acids 
would cure a Dileaſle.. po Rn” 
MM in anſwer to my Aﬀertion, That Alkalies, when in 
nl Solution, are not coagulated alone, but by meeting 
cM with Acids; and fo that the Chalky Matter in the Gour 
will not prove the Diteaſe causd by Alkali, rather 
78 than Acid ; he replys, pag. 81. That alkalous Salts, 
ul 2241 inſolution are coagulated with what I call Alka- 
oo /ies ; for Volatile Alkalies will embody with Copper, 
il and make what is call d Salt of Virricl, if ſuffered. to 
mn [an4.n the cold for « Month. I anſwer, 'Uhis inſtance 
WM 1s not a thing whereof he informs us, only I was uſed 
W - to think Copper diſlolved was nor Salt of Vuriol, bur 
M it he has found Copper enough in gouty Perſons to 
1 coagulate the Alkali in their Blood ; we will acknow- 


ledge 
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ledge he hath diſcover'd a Mine; but I am # 


li 


think he can find nothing in the Body of Man that 4 


an Alkali, that will coagulate the Spirit of his Bloodlfl 
Bur he ſays farther, That Sp. of Sal. Armon.. being a 
Alkal: in ſolution, vill in diſtillation ſo unite it ſelf wit 
Lime a fixt Alkali, that he ſhall newer be able to þ 
' Parate any Volatile Alkali Salt from it again. Indee 
it may have the ſmell of a Volatile Alkali, but no Sal 
is to be got from it, as may be ſeen ; for if it be 5 or 
times diftill'd from Lime, it ſhall be ſo far from wha 
we call an Alkali, that it ſhall make no ehullition wil 
a manifeſ# Acid. IT anſwer the Gentleman, that the 
Volatile Alkali does not unite it ſelf with Lime; if i 
did, it would either become a fixr, or the Lime a Vo- 
latile ; neither of which is done, but the Vol, 
Alkali is fo alter'd by the Lime, that it is better uni- 
ted with its Phlegm that holds it, fo' that both riſe 
rogether, But I will teach the Gentleman how to ſe- 
parate a dry Salt from them again, when ever he is 
willing to practiſe Chymiſtry, and thinks it will do 
him a kindneſs. But he gives an odd reaſon of this his 
Opinion, that if 3 or 4 times diſtill'd from Lime, it 
ſhall be ſo far from what we call an Alkali, as nor to 
make an ebullition with Acids, Bur, I fay, tho it be 
fo far from what Acid Gentlemen, who don't believe 
their Senſes call Alkali, yet others will call it Alkal, 
who know that ebullition with Acids 1s not the only 
thing thatſhews an Alkali, for that very Sp. will de- 
{troy his Acids, and be deſtroy'd ſo far as tro make a 
Nuter, but will not be irrecoverably loſt. 

He ſays, pag. 42. ivat TI groſly miſtdke what Offa 
alba 7s, becauſe 1 faid it is a precipiration of the 
urinous -Salr, not a Coagulation of the urinous 
Spirit, whereas it is as-muc?) in a Coagulum at 
the top, as at rhe bottom. 1 anſwer, the Gentleman, I 
believe, rakes the notion of Precipitation only, from 
the found of the Word. But a thing is ſaid to ber 


ſolution |! 


- 


. a - 


makes. . Iron, ſays he, making an Efferveſcence with 
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RY foliition when the Particles are inviſible in the Diffol- 
vent, but precipitated when” they coaleſce ſo as to be 
'W ſeen, tho? being light they may not preſently fall to 
Y the bottom- Bur a Coagulum gf a vinous Sp. and uri- 


nous Salt into one Body he never ſaw, or any ſuch U- 
nion but what 1s ſeparable. nd} 

But however, this Offa alba can't be made in the 
Veins, to coagulate into Chalk in gouty Perſons, as 


| his Maſter teaches him. He asks what I'I think of 
ſome he. has ſeen drink bigh rectified Sp. of Wine ? I'll 


 rell him, they are no ſtrange Fellows, nor more gouty 


than others; I have often done it, and-never had 
the Gout.  'The Blood is not an Alkalous Spirit to co- 
agukite ir, nor can it be carried in through the Sto- 
mach, without being weakned too much to da the feat, 
if there were ſuch a Spirit within. 


. But he tells-us a /great Secret in Chymiſtry, vis. 
That if the Alkalous"Sp. be diftill'd from teſtaceous 
Pouders, it will be deſtroy-d. Bur | tell him he is mi- 
ſtaken, he never ſaw the Alkalous Salt deſtroy'd in his 
Life. But then he tells us, it will fix it ſelf ; bur I tell 
him, if it be fixt it is nor deſtroy'd ; if deſtroy'd, it is - 
not fix*d ; but 1 tell him he is miſtaken; in. both,” and 
never ſaw a volatil Alkali tixt, any more than a hxt one 


| volatilized. 


But the Gentleman comes, pag. 42: to ſomething 
more weighty, a very. grand point; and that 1s to do. 
what his Maſter Colebatch could never do, . and yer it 
muſt be done, or the Acidiſts muſt knock under board, 
VIZ. to prove Iron an Acid. Iron they protefledly uſe, 


. and nothing can be a good Medicine but an Acid they 
 fay, therefore they are caſt by their own. Verdi&t, un- 
leſs Iron can- be made an Acid; help Neighbours ! a 


Gentleman had necd of commanding Requeſts to put. 
him on this difficulry. Well let's ſee what Efforts-he 


an 
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an Acid, is no more an argument that it is an Alkal, 
than that Butter of Antimony (which is allow'd 10 ke 
a ftrong' Acid) is an ilkali, becauſe it makes an Effer- 
veſcence with Sp. of Nutre or Vitriol, which are Acids, 
I fancy the Gentleman has learnt Logick af Mr. Cole. 
batch,(airho' he would be thought to converſe with him| 
only -in an epiſtolary way) he argues fo like him. Let 
- us feel the ſtrength of this Argument. Butter of Anti: 
mony an allow'd Acid, making an Efferveſcence with 
Sp. of Niter an Acid, don't prove it an Alkali, there: 
fore iran making an Effervelcence with an Acid, don't 
prove it an Alkali. Bur I fay it don't follow, bur the 
Gentleman is to prove Iron an Acid, and. its not- being 
an Aikali, it it were not, don't prove it an Acid, un- 
leſs. there were nothing but Alkali and Acid; and'if its 
Efferveſcence don't prove.it an Alkali, much leſs does it 
prove it an Acid; bur I tell him Butter of Antimony 
does not effervelce with an Acid, becauſe of its Acidity, 
bur becauſe of the Antimony in it nor wholly diflolved; 
the Butter is nothing but Sp. of Salt, and the body of 
the more meralline part of Antimony, mixed hy an im- 
perfect Diflolution ; bur when the Sp. of Nitre comes 
and diflolves'it wholy, it makes an Efferveſcence in dif: 
ſolving ir, bur with Sp. of Salt alone it will not do fo. 

2. Iron, lays he, 1s not properly an abſorber of Acids, 
but of Salts in general, for it will be diſſolved by Acid, 
Alkali, or Sal nutrum. Bur 1 anſwer, this don't prove 
iran Acid, it ir be ſo. Bur he ſays, if you put ' upon 
Filings of Iron a volatil Alkali, there will a gentle E- 
bull:tion enſue. | ſay, it muſt be very gentle certainly, 
for | could never ſee it, tho' | try*dir on: purpoſe ; bur 
perhaps *rwas an Ebullition caus'd by the Fire, upon 
whica Acid, Alkali, vinous, . oleous, or watery Lt 
quors, 'yea or metalline, will boyl. But to go a. little 
feriher, in the matter, lays he, and do_ ſomerhing to- 
wards proving toat Sreel abounds with Acid and Sul- 
phureon; 
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phureous Particles, which, he ſays, I deny, and not with 
alkalous, and ſo conſequently ought to be call d an Acid: 
The Gentleman here confefles he hath done nothing to 
it yet, but now he is reſolved to prove Irqgn abounds with 
Acid, and ſulphureous Particles ; but, I fay, the conſe- 
uence W1ll not be that it is an Acid if it do, unleſs thoſe 


conterning Alkali and Acid. 


Acid Particles are more than the reſt. Well, but firſt © © 


he will ſhew that Iron is very much impregnated with 
Sulphur ; and then prove, contrary to my Afſcrtion, thas 
there is a burning Brimſtome to be obtain'd from it. Well 
this is a ſecret-in Chymiſtry, I long to be at it ; how is 
it done? Why Filings of Steel flung through the Flame of 
a Candle will take fire ſooner than Gunpowder, and as 


foon as common Snlphur, and the violent motion of a Flint 
and. Steel will do the ſame. | anſwer, the Gentleman 


has ſhewn his Ignorance ſufficiently here; theſe Pheno- 
mena are not the firing of any thing combuſtible in the 


Steel, but only the heating ſmall particles of the Metal 


red hot; the firſt by the flame of the Candle, the ſecond 
by the rapid ſtroke of the Flint, ftriking off a particle of 


| the, Meral red hot, and ſometimes melted, as it may be 
ſeen, if caught on a piece of white Paper, and viewed in 


| 2a Microſcope'; but the Metal will be found unaltered ; 


which, if it were burnt, would be otherwiſe. But if the 
Steel be ſoftned it will not do, the blow not meeting 


with. ſo much refiltance, the Flint will ftrike off too 
much to take the hear. 


Bur again he is pleas'd to ſay, thar hen the filings of 


Tron are in diſſolution in Sp. of Salt, the Fumes that a- 


riſe will take fire ; ' and if done in a convenient Glaſs, and 
a lighted Paper held to the Fumes, it will fulminare as 
loud as a Muſquet ; and he hopes 1am ſatisfied by this 
time, that there is ſuch a thing as common Brimſtone in 
Iron. Truly Sir, I am not yet fatished; - I could never 


. ſee the Fumes of Sp. of Salt take fire, and if rhey did, 


it could be nothing of the Iron, which won't riſe in 


Fumes, as any one may ſee by diſtilling the matter. An 
 Explofion, I know, may be, if the Mouth of the Glaſs 
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be too ſmall, or ſtopt; and ſo there may be of any rari-. 
fiable Liquor. But if this won't do, he is ſo kind as to_ 
give us a procels to make Brimſtone'out of Iron. Now 
| he comes to ſomething like a Tanfie, and I muſt write 
ir down. Recip. Sal Martis, diſſolve it in common Was 
ter, add Oyl of Tartar more than will precipitate the Iron, 
evaporare all to dryneſs, flux it with Carcoal, and you 
will have a ſulphureous Salt, diſſolve in Water, and fil- 
ter; and with aiftilld Vinegar, or Sp. of Salt, you may 
precipitate a Sulphur that will burn and ſtink like common 
Sulphur. 1 thank the Gentleman, but T' muſt tell him, 
this Sulphur comes not at all from the iron. For firſt, 
if his Sal Mart be that made with Spitit of Wine and 
Oyl of Vitriol, they will yield Sulphur enough without 
the Iron; the Oyl of Vitriol will coagulate the' inflama- 
ble part of the Sp. df Wine into Brimſtone. If it comes: 
not hence, the Oyl of Tartar hgs a Sulphur in it, as all 
fixt Alkalies have more or leſs: If this won't do,the Char- 
choal has enough; and if he uſes Vinegar to precipitate 
it, that can ſpare a little. Bur let him take lron, and: 
work on it how he will without any thing that can ſup- 
ply a combuſtible Body, I defy. him, . or a-Horſe with a 
bigger Head, to get me a grain of Sulphur, -So in his 
proceſs of Tartar”-Vitriolat. and filings of Iron, if true, 
the Sulphur comes from the other things, not the Iron. | 
But he ſays, he has, not mentioned the proportions of his 
Ingredients, becauſe he u talking to a Chymiſt. It ſeems 
he takes the Phyſician he writes to for a Chymiſt, but he 
talks not like one ; for proportions of things neceſlary in 
' 'order to divers reſulting Products in Chymiftry, that a 
Van has not tried .and. obſerved, are not hit eaſily by 
any Rules in Chymiſtry, and in many Operations much 
depends on proportion. But if. theſe Experiments won't 
prove 1a Sulphur in Iron, he ſays, be. may chance to pro- 
| duce 2.0 more, but theſe, he ſuppoſes, will ſatisfie the rea- 
ſonable. 1 anſwer, I ſuppole theſe were nor his. worſt, 
and if he produces no better, 40 won't. do. to fatishe the 
$kilful, whatever the reaſonable may think, But he ſays, 


he 


 conterning Alkali and Acid. Dn 
he muff conclude Steel 19 be rather >n."Acid than an AJkir 
lj, Thar his Miſery, that he muſt, conclude it nAcig,' 
tho' none ever Fot an Acid from it. Bat Ml be can get a 
Sulphur from it, he hopes none will doupr but he may al- 
fo get an Acid in quantity. 1 anfiver, to conclude this 
mighty point, , if the Sulphur be ſyppoſes he vets from' it, 
were indeed from it, tis ſo little; that ir would not deno- 
minate Steel a' Sulphur, and that Acid.in the Sulphur 
is much lefs, and would muich lefs give Tron'the title of 
an Acid. But let.an, honeſt Country-man (Mr.:Yard} 
if you pleaſe) taſte filings of Steel, not knowing wharlt. 
is, or any thing indeed produced from it, and if he fays 
'X taſtes four, FII be Ah Aſvheadilt. 0H. 
 . I thought I had done with Steel fod this bout, Becaute. 
ſomething elſe comes next, but''l find there's another 
touch upon Steel afterwards, ſo Fll go to that, that we 
may Jifarch all the martial Man's bulinefs together. 
The Gentleman tells us, pag. 46. .1 ſay the Do&or's 
Preparation of Steel with Sal Armon. is not made with 
an Acid, and. he thinks it is; and to. prove it, ſays he, 
if you make it in a Retort and a ſtrong Fire, nothing but- 
an Alkali will riſe, and the Acid will remain with the 
Steel ; for if you take the Cap. Mort. and diftill, you 
ſhall have nothing come over but a pure Acid, of great 
uſe in Phyſick. AE EM PS 
I am ar a little loſs to know who he means by the Do- 
* or, it. muſt be ſome body ſure that is a DoCtor ag7* ##- 
oy, as Ariſtotle was known formerly by the name of . 
the Philoſopher ; but the Gentleman being one thar loves 


Verjuice well, I gueſs he means Mr. Colebatch ; but Id. 


faign know what made him a Do&or, whether Igno- | 
rance, Confidence, or a Licence to kill, or all together. 
But now 1 think on'r, Do&or is a Teacher, and .he 
reaches the abuſe of Crabs, Oranges, and Lemons, 
therefore he is a Do&or. But'the DoCor's Preparation 
of Steel muſt be with an Acid. If it be, 1 fay, *tis be- 
cauſe the DoEtor is an Acid ; for Sal Armon, is aot, he- 
ing a compound of com. Salt ,and Vol, Salt of Urin, . 
 JE2.- = neither 


TH A Letter to Gentleman, 


neither of which: is an Acid ; and tho com. Salt may be 
diſtilld into an Acid, yer 'tis not an Acid before Diſtil- 
at on, any more than Lead, for inſtance, is Glaſs, be- 
cauſe it may. be turn'd into Glaſs, But when Salt is 
 rurn'd into. an Acid Liquor, it then ceaſes to be a Sal- 
ſum, tho? ir may be brought back again very eaſily into 
Its old and natural Form ; .as the Glaſs of Lead may 
likewiſe ſoon be reduced into Lead again. Andthe Do- 
Qor's Preparation is made with it before diſtill'd, But 
the Gentleman adds, if we diſſolve Filings of Steel in Sp. 
of Salt, and diſtill as before, 2e ſhall find the Cap.Morr. 
the ſame as that made with Sal Armon. And farther, 
fays he, *tis not the com. Salt, but the Acid Spirit of it, © 
that 1s one part of the compound of Sal Armon. and Vol. 
Alkali the other ;, for a mixture of Sp. of Salt and Vd. 
Alkali will produce good Sal Armon. Right, but theſe 
Alkalous Bodies change the acidity of the Sp. of Salt in- 
to a body not Acid, bur a Salſum, its natural old Form 
and in that form it works, not in that it has not when fo 
changed. | = 

| But not to ler go what the Gentleman ſays, pag. 46. 
without a A aD 3 he there tells us, he is ſure a Diſeaſe 
causd by Acids may be cured by Acids. Burt here he 
unwittingly gives away the Cauſe, by confefling a Di- 
ſeaſe may be caus'd by Acids, which is the very thing I 
would prove; and there are divers kinds of Acids ha- 
ving different EffeQs, therefore Acids may. cauſe divers 
' Dileafes. But ſtill he holds faſt to one part of the Do- 
Arine, that all Diſeaſes, even thoſe caus'd by Acids, may 
be cured (he ſhould have ſaid muſt) by Acids. And 
how proves he this? Why Acids operate upon, or alter 
the texture of one another ; and if the texture be alter'd 
its qualities muſt be alter d, and it muſt a differently 
from 2hat it did. 1 anſwer, whatever change Acids 
make on one another, they do not change one another 
'from being Acids; and the Diſeaſe being caus'd by the 
Acid, as Acid, the change of the Acid will but change 
theDiſcaſe,not cure it ; that muſt be done,by taking away 


it's 
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is Acidity, or expelling the Acid ; and'if Reid could; be 
ſuppoſed to expel Acid, *twould be but ons Devil entring 
to caſt out the other,this being as troubleſome a Guelt as * 
that diſpoſs'd ; and the Experiment the Gentleman rings 
 toconfirm his Opinion, is nothing pertaining to Medicine 
: or Man's Body For Spa Nitr e,orAq. fort. lays he,1ſſolves 
Sihoer, but Sp. of Salt mixed with them, makes it. it 
ſhall never difſobve Sikver as it did. But our Bowels are 
not Silver, to be diffolved in. Sp. of Nitre, that Sp. 
of Salt ſhould be a Medicine to rerider ineffectual. ., . _ 

The Gentleman. fays, pag. 47. that T am wery angry 
with Door Colebath for - [ering Cimmabar is an Acid, 
but have not proved, ' or ſaid it is ap Alkali, To which 
I rell him, 1 was never angry with DoCtor Colebatch in 
my Life, nor with his Genrleman, but] think I faid e- 
nough to prove that Cinnabar is not an Acid, much leſs 
running Mercury 1 3 fixteenths. of ir. But the Gentle- 
man refers to all the World, whether running Mercury 
will a&t as Cinnabar does ; if not, het Cormober does all 
by wertue of the Sulphur embodied with it. But Pll re- 
fer it eyen to the Acidifts, by the ſame Argument, whe- 
ther common Sulphur will a& as Cinnabar does ; if not, 
then Cinnabar does all by vertue. of the Mercuz#-emþo- 
died with it ; and if the Argument be. good, it is 13 to 
3. on my {ide. | But I tell the Gentleman, to leave theſe 
Logical Depths for Experience, Cinnabar aCts as Cin« 
nabar, and not as Mercury, or as Sulphur, otherwiſe 
we need not be at the trouble to compound them. And 
the Gentleman goes on with his Argument, Sulphur i 
an Acid; why! Becauſe I allow it to be compounded of 
an Acid and an Ol, but not of an Acid and an Alkalz. 
The Argument runs thus in the whole latitude of ir. Sul- 
pur is an Acid, becauſe it is compounded of a little Acid - 
and an Oyl ; and Cinnabar is an Acid, becauſe it has a; 
lictle of that thar has a little Acid in it. By the fame 
Logick 1 may prove the Gentleman is a Calf, "becauſe he 
dined upon Veal, and has a little of a Calf in him. 
But the Gentleman talks on, ſhewing more Ignorance, 
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be beligaes, Mercury an abſorber of all king of Salts, 
#.£ | "349 5 3 / $i "7 
ather than of Acids. But I muſt tell 


 qhes or; Ari, nap ber G7- Ae + mals 
Hin, it. is not. an Abſorber of Alkalies, | for they revive 


dd 
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It, and diſengage it: from Acids which it hath abſorb'd. 


'But. he ſays, it will difſobve Metals, which is an Argu- 
ment I often uſe to. prove the Acidity of a Body. 1 an- 
Twer, . it will not truly diffolve Metals , it only pulve- 
riſes them. Bur he continues to abuſe me, ſo as a Gentle- 
man can't be thought to do ; for [ never, that I know 
of, much leſs often, made. it an Argument.to prove the - 
Acidity of a Body, that it Fl Kfve a Mettal ; tho- 


0 
he would be contented it ſhould be.took for one. I ſup- 
. poſe, that if. he ſhould be convinc4d that Sp. of Sal Ar- 
moh. is.a good Medicine, he would proveit an Acid by 
its diflolving Copper. But he ſays, Mercury will fer- 
ment with Gold if well managed, and make a heat not 
to be endured by, the Hand. But this is no Argument 
that Mercury isan Acid; and'tho this ſtory he has hMd 
be trye, he knows not what the well-managing of the 
Mercury is, or the cauſe of the Heat. He ſays, he has 
often met with two Acids that will ferment with one a- 
mother -. but he has given no inſtance, . but what he is 
miſtaken in. : a Ta 0h 

', Bur the Gentleman, pag 48. bes I had told them 
bow to make the Quinteſſence of Wine an Alkali,( which I 
ſaid 1 would oppoſe to all the Acids in the World) that it 
might be us d, and judged whether it be ſo noble an, Al- 
" or '20t. 1 aniſiyer, this Alkali has been us'd, and is 
 bs'd, and judg'd, and found to be a noble Alkali; and 
F haye cured confiderable Diſeaſes with one ſmall Doſe 
of it; and have had a Patient fick in bed, and fear. of 
Death one diy, and up; and pretty well on the mor- 
row, by the uſe of this Alkali. But 1 did not fay, 1 
would oppoſe it to all the Acids in the World, bur. to 
Mr. Colebatch's Acids; for there are better Acids than he 
is aware of, uſctul in ſome, tho nor in all Cafes. _ Eut 
tf the Gentleman has a mind to ſee the efteQts' of this 
Medicine,l fay {till,let there be a number of Fanemo ſick 
Petar tg Ant | OO HS per Hi 
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of ſuch Diſeaſes wherein I think it uſeful, divided be- 
tweeri Mr. Colebath and T, or any other: Acidiſt, and 
will uſe the Quinteſcence, and he ſhall uſe what Acid he 
pleaſesy and if 1 don't recover more than he, I'll be an 
| Acidiſt. | | f 
But the Gentleman can gueſs hat this Quinteſcence 

of Wine is ; and he ſuppoſes #t is the fmeſt redtified Sp. of 
Wine, talk'# of by ſome, that is ſo ſubtile a Drop will not 
fall ro the Ground, Such an Eſſence of Wine he has ſeen, 
and can make at" any time ;\ but he affirms it will come 
under the denomination of an Acid. | anſwer, | confeſs 
ſuch an Effence of 'Wine will come under the denomina- 
tion of an Acid, if Mr. Colebatch ſays 'tis an Acid, (as 
he muſt do if he ſhould uſe it) or if it be found in the 
ingenious Mr. Stringer's Catalogue of Acids ; but there 
is no better Argement for its Acidity. But ro fatisfie 
the Gentleman, I tell him this Alkali is as much an Al- 
kali, as any thing he ever ſaw; and 'tis not his ſuppoſed 
| Effence of Wine, or any other Eflence, bur a Quintet: 
ſence, if he knows what that means. Bur yet to fatishe 
him ſufficiently, (if he be a Phzlofopher as well as a Gen- 
tleman, as, he ſays, Phyſicians are) ['\l tell him why this 
is call'd a Quinteſcenc?, and what itis. 'Fhe Quinteſ- 
ſence is the fifth ſtate or being of Wine. The hrit is in 
the uſt or Juice of Grapes. The ſecond, in the 
Wine when fermented and brought to its perfection, as, 
an inflamable Spirit ; (and in this ſtate the Gentleman's 
Effence is found.) 'The third, when this ſecond inflam: 
able Spirit is turn'd into an incombuſtible Salt. The 
fourth, when this Salt is mortified and ſeemingly deſtroy'd. 
'Che fifth is its change and reſurrection into a noble Al- 
kalous and green Spirit. 

The Gent fays, pag. 4.9. Sp. of Salt diluted in a con- 
venient quantity of an aqueous Vehicle, 1s. better to pre- 
ferave Fleſh than com. Salt ; and com. Salt, by an add:- 
tion of a proper quantity of Sp. of Salt, will be more uſe- 
fu in all reſpei/s. | anſwer, it he had told us his conve- 
rient and proper quantities, the Tryal of the matter 

- Er D 4. might 
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- might ſoon have been made. But if you take a piece of I 
Meat ſeaſon'd as the Gentleman preſcribes, and another I 
after the ordinary way, I | engage, on Tryal, the laſt 
ſhall cat beſt; and Mr. Colebatch himſelf would .,fay fo, 

-- of he knew nothing of their ſeaſoning. 

The Gentleman' adds, vat in Oppoition-to Mr.Cole- 
batch, I affirm that Bittern is not an Alkali but an Acid, 
becauſe Sp. of Salr 1s to be obtain'd from it in Diſtillation; 

ut I have not told in what quantity, for 1 knew the pro- © 
portion 15 inconſiderale to whe remains after Diſtillation, 
there being at leaſt four parts of Alkali inBittern to one of 

| Acid, which turns Syr. Viol, green, aud anſwers the in- 
tentions of a ſtrong Alkali; (and be has known Soap made 
of it, which is not done without a great quantity of Alkalz: 
LHnd tho Sp. of Salt may:be obtain'd from Bittern, yet 
this will not prove it an Acid,or that the Sp.is any part of 
the Bittern, for it 1s but ſome remains. of the Acid. part 
of the Salt ; for the Bittern, after Diſtillation, will cauſe 

Thirſt more than it did before, and the Spirit will allay 
Thirſt if judiciouſly uſed. "4 

1 anſwer, the Gentleman has ſo often, unbecoming 
a Gentleman, made me ſay what I never ſaid; that I 
now can hardly believe he is indeed a Gentleman, but 
rather ſome little Medicaſter, or very ſmall Surgeon. 
I never faid Bittern was an Acid, becauſe Spirit of- Salt 
may be diſtild from ir, but I ſaid Bittern in its natu- 
ral form is but a Salſum ; and by skill in Chymiſtry 
Mr. Colbatch his damn'd fixt Alkali (as he call'd it) be- 
comes a bleſſed Volatil Acid. But the Gentleman can- 

Not conceive the Chymical Metamorphoſis of Bodies, 
his Pyrotechny 1s only ſeparatory. I told the Gentle- 

' man's Phyſician alſo, that Bittern would riſe in the Fire, 
and come over (1 did nat fay yeild) good Spirit of Salt. 
And the Gent.is much miſtaken in ſuppoling'the Spirit is 
incon{iderable to what remains,or that Bittern has 4 parts 
of Alkali to one of Acid. For, as I faid, it leaves no- 
thin behind but an in{ipid white Earth, and that is in-_ 
conliderable to what comes over gif it beſskilfully diſtill'd; 


NOT 
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1or will that Earth cauſe thirſt ſo much, as Salt in which 
Where is no Bittern, T do not believe he ever ſaw Soap 
Emade of Bittern, as he | fays, bur I know Soap may 
be made with a very little Alkal:. o 

Bur the Gent. concludes, he is of the Opinion that I 
annot. produce a Catalogue of Medicines equaly efficacious 
in the Cure of Diſeaſes with Mercur. dulc. Turpeth. M1, 
Red precip. Cinnabar.Sal Succini, Sal Martis En. Veneris. 
JO)! of Vitriel, Sp. of Nitre, Oyl of Sulphur, and Dr. Cole- 
batch's Elixir Vitriwl;; all which operate by wertue of their 
Acids: for if they be diveſted of their Acid Particles they 
Mill newer produce thoſe effetFs. And if the uſe of Alkatzes 
cannot be thus demonſitated, he ſhall remain a Proſelyre to 
the Doftrine of Acids. And thus, ſays he, he has proven his 
Thoughts in anſwer to thoſe Objett1ons that ſeem moſt ma- 
rerial in the Dialogue,but has omitted to take notice of That 
bas not a relation to Acids and Alkaties,being the Cauſe or 
Cure of Diſeaſes, and in ſo doing, hopes he bas anſwer'd the 
Do#or's Requeſt, I anſwer, I can produce the ſame Ca- 
talogue,and a better. But the Medicines named are not the 
invention of any Acid DoCftor, but were common to all 
Phyſicians, before any ſuch ſharp Fancy had turn'd the 
MBrains of any Pretenders to Phyſick ; nor are they all A- 
Wcids,nor do any of themyexcept the 5pirits,operate by ver- 
tue of their Acids.But I might fay,if I could allow my (elf 
fo reaſon as the Gentleman does, by vertue of their Alka- 
lies ; for if you take away Y,2,and &\,the Acids now join- 
ed with them,will never produce the Effetts alone. But I 
know better,they operate by vertue of their Texture re-- 
ſulring from their Conjuttion ; even as Gun-powder does 
not operate by vertue of Sulphur,or either of its Ingredi- 
ents,but by Nitre,Sulphur,and Charcoal all rogether. And 
if the uſe of Acids(or Alkalics either) cannot be bettet de- 
monſtrated than rhe Gentleman, or his Maſter Colebatch, 
i have demonſtrated their pretended Hypotheſis of Acids, 
I ſhall not be a Profſelyrte to either, - 

The Gentleman has at laſt anſwer'd his DoQtors re- 
queſt, and pick'd out here, and there an expreſſion in 


my 
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my Dialogue, which he thought. he could fay | ſome MW 
thing to, but how well he has anſwered what. was in- 
deed Material, and how much he'has Omitted, 1 -muſ 
yet leave to the judicious Reader of my Dialogue, 
(wherein I think ſtands Age 3 enough to ſhew  7he 
roundle{rnefs and danger of the pretended new, Hypothe(u 
7 Acid ; " Alkalt a as bo 3; the ammodef Fir ” 
Plauſe, ſhameful. contempt, and abuſe of all Phyſacians, 
groſs miſtakes, and preat ignorance 'of the Pretender : 
Which want of Learning and Vertue the Gentleman in 
| his Letter, has not ſo muchas excus'd ; wherefore I ho 
his Maſter is alſo Conſcious thereof,and will amend. And 
the Gentleman perhaps in a lgtle time may ſee, that he 
1s a Proſelyte to fo very ſenlleſs, and mean a Sect, he 
may be aſham'd on't, or he may. be-blown with ſome 
| leſs biting or dangerous Maggot, or become \ fond of 
{ome newer Fancy ; {ince Gentlemen are inclinable -it 
ſeems, to be as well pleas d with their Phyſicians for 
:mpoſing new Faſhion'd ſufferings upon them, as with 
\ their Taylors -for putting them into new. faſhion?d 
Cloaths : And for ſuch Gentlemens fakes I have a good 
mind, before 1 Conclude, to ſtart a yet newer Hypothe- 
{is: that-may. ſerve them, when that of Acids js out of 
Faſhion, which when vt ſhall be ſtrongly aflerted by 
ſome Man of Confidence, I don't queſtion but it will 
take, pleafe as well, be more etiectual, and leſs dange* 
Tous than the praCtice of Acids. | 
| T have been inform'd by a Perſon of Credit, that a 
certain DoQtor in France, who was fam'd for his Cures, 
gave nothing to his Patients but . Brick-duſt. And 1 
have heard of another of conliderable repute in another 
Place,who, as a Panacea, gave all that came to him con- 
venient quantities of common Water. "Fhele Doctors 
wanting a more generous Principle, both diſguiſed their 
Medicines ; they teem to have acted contrary,bur which 
appear'd to. have the better. ſucceſs, 1 was not well in- 
form'd ; but ſome of the Patients of both no doubt re- 
cover 'd, and ſome of them died, thoſe that lived would 
{wear 


\ 
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Mgrear the Doftor heald them, but thoſe that pack'd off 
Were left our. of the Catalogue of his Cures. But ler. it 


be how it will, the hint gives -me ground enough to 
build a new Hypotheſis upon, 'now that, of Acids grows 
old. Brick-duſt and Water then ſhall be two Principals, 
into. which bodies may be refolved. Diſtillation and 
Tranſmutation reduces all into them. Whatever is 
Liquid comes over either inthe form of Water, the one 
principle required, or m the form of Oyl, or of a fſa- 
line Spirit. The Oyl's UnCtuolity and Inflamableneſs 
may ſoon be changed, and the ſapor of - the Salts be 
deſtroyed ; 'the Vita Media of both may be ſoon took 
away, and the Liquor reduced into common infipid 
Water. | But whatever is folid may be by the Fire re- 
Wduced either to a Liquid,to be wrought on as before ſaid, 
; Wor by burning will be reduced to a Caput Mort. which 
. Mexpos'd to the action of the Air, will be rotted and 
Mturn'd into common Earth, which then by art may be 
made into Brick; and then eafily pulveriſed (if you will 
follow the French Man tine enqugh for the Stoma h of 
a Lady. How theſe two Principles are concern'd in 
the, Life-and Death of all things in the Macrocoſm, i 
could readily teach, if an exaCt Phyſiology were thought 
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BE 
neceſſary to a Doctor. 
| Now let theſe two Principles be taken,inſtead of Acid. 
» Wand. Alkali, for the Lite and Death of things, and for 
the Cauſe and Cure of Diſeaſes, ( it ſhall be all one to 
 me,which is the Killer,and which is the Curer) and I will 
make out. the Aitiologie of all Defecafes, and their Cures 
from them.But foraſmuch as Gentlemen now-a-days are 
Kgenerally great lovers. of the Bottle, and will rather 
cauſe a doſe from the Glaſs, than jr gm the Traowel, anc 
a Phy icians, bulineſs is ro humour them, Brick-duſt fhal 
be the cauſe, and. Water the cure of all Diſeaſes. But 
decauſe we will recommend our ſelves by talking learn- 
edly as Phyſicians: ought, that is: ſo a8 our Grand-mo- 
Withers may not readily underſtand us, we will call them 


Arid, and Humid, and ſay Arid is the Caule, and Hu- 


Bid che Cure of all Diſcaſes. . _ Let 
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Let us begin at the Mouth,as Phyſicians commonh Fo 
do, at which death is fo often let in, in this our lux... 
rious and Pharmacutick Age. It is apparent that nilifhe; 
Food, if it abound with Arid, can agree well with wſWygir 
therefore nature has placed certain Gararadts under thillfg.,! 
Tongue pouring out their Humid Saliva, which tem;o 
pers the Arid and carries it along ; without which eval; 
deglutition cannot be performed, withour ſoon termi, 
nating our Life by choaking. This Humid accomps 
nying our Food down into the Stomach, there dige 
our Food, and that not by its. Acid, or Alkali, bitternel 
or ſweetneſs, or any other affected reliſh, but by vertus 
of its ſelf, as Hurnid. The truth of which any Man 
may be fatished wich, 1f he but conſiders how. Water i 
neceſlary for the macerating of all rhings fermentable, 
in order to a ſeparation of their parts, the Humid from 
the Arid, the profitable from the unprofitable. - Now 
when a due quantity-of Humid is adminiſter'd by the 
Salivia, which carries our Food down, mixes and fer- 
ments it, and Drink being added in a convenient quare 
tity, (the more watry the better) farther to dilute ir 
and to-ſupply Matter for more Saliva, the mixture pal- 
ſes the Pylorus, and in the ſmall Guts is farther altered; 


\ 
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whence the Humid Chyle, with a little fine Arid to in-W ] 
| 

| 


creaſe or ſupply the defeCts of the ſolid parts, is ſepara: 
by the LeCteals ; bur moſt of the Arid inviſcated by rhe 
Gall and Pancreatick Juice, (which make a tough ſlimy 
Matter,) is carried down as noxious through the Guts, 
and turn'd out at the back Door. Now it for want of fl; 
a ſufficient quantity of Humid in the Stomach, there is 

not a due natural Fermentation, fo as that the Particle 
in the compound have not liberty to move without 
breaking their Figures againſt one another, or that they 
ad-here and combine, and remain not enough fepara- 
ted, they are not only unfit to ſupply the detect of the 
Viral Juices, butlying heavy in\the Ventricle they don't 
work up, and paſs out of the Pylorus as they ought; 
whenes proceed lothin;s, pains in the Stomach, and 
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Koontaneous Vomitings, &c. 'To remedy which, ſome 
arge draughts of Humid being given, the indigeſted: mat- 


OY 
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Ser is eaſily ejected, the Stomach waſhed clean, and ren- 
Wer d fit for its office again, till it be again over-charg'd 
Mwich Arid, or defrauded of its due quantity of Humid. 
But if the. bounding Arid, be not ſo much as totally to 
Mhinder the fermentation in the Stomach, but yet the 
WHumid be not ſuch as .is ſufficient, for rhe due perfor- 
Wmance thereof, then a groſs Chyle, wherein -Arid does 
Mabound, is retain'd, inſeparable from it in the Duode- 
mm : The groffer part of which being not ableto enter 
Wthe Lacteals, is . carried downwards ; ' which being too 
rough and clammy adheres to the {ides of the Colon, 
and lies too leng in its Cells, cauling the Cholick, dry 
Gripes, and divers miſchiefs ot chat nature, till by the 
Irritation' and Excoriation of the Latera of the Gurs,na- 
I ture pours forth the Lymphatick Juice, and: ſo there are 
' produced: Fluxes, more or lefs, according to the greater 
or leſs diſorder and irritation of the rough Arid Parti- 
cles. Bur that part, which being fot ſo groſs, is carried 
into the Lacteal Veins, ſometimes adheres there, in the 
\f ſmallramifications of thoſe Veſlels,caufing ObſtruEtions ; 
"© whence the nutricious Juice being not plentifully carried 
MW into the Blood, a Tabes or Aridura muſt needs follow. 
"© But by the due and timely adminiſtration of Humid, 
theſe Arid Particles are waſhed out into the Blood, and 
ſeparated thence by Urine, and the Chyle again freely 
KI diſtributed to the recovery and health of the Body. 
i Bur if theſe Arid particles are too abundant in the 
if Blood, and not duely ſeparated :by Urine, they .do nor 
© only+render the Blood too thick, and fo retar'd its due 
© Motion, bur afrer ſticking in the capillary Arteries and 
Veins, hinder its Motion in divers particular Places, 
whence the Blood ſtagnating there, a preternatual Fer- 
ment 1s excited, and the Plood put into an inteſtine 
Motion, and thence come Feavers of all ſorts, difltering | 
 2ccording to the different Circumſtances'of places ob- 
ſtructed, and of more or leſs Arid Matter. But by a 
Proper adhibition of the friendly Humid, theſe rough 
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Arid particles are made flow, and carried off by Uriney 
Swear, and the heat alay'd, and fo the Parient recover 
+ But ſometimes when thoſe abounding Arid particle 
are not carried off by a ſufficient quantity of the Humidf + 
either | by Urine or inſenfible Perſpiration, 'then theff : 


fix in the Limbs. aad outward parts, from whence then r 
follow] Gouts, Rhumatilins, &#c. which by a lag] Þ 


adininiftration of Humid. (if rhe Diſeaſe be not toy 
ſtubbornly fixt) are carried off, or. their rough Acrimo 
ny. attemper'd, and fo the Patient enjoys Eafe and , 
Health. And 1 challenge all the Acid Doctors in Engl , 
Iandgven Alkins himſelf, could we have him again from 
the lower World, with all the Lemons and Oranges in | 
| Spain, or Oyl of Vitriol in Europe, to cure half the | 
Patients I will cure of the Gout, by 4 regular courſe of 
pure 'Humid. But if 4 ſhould go from rhe Blood to rhe 
fucens Nervoſus, | could abundantly ſhew whar diſmal e- 
fects.;the abounZing pernicious Arid does,in thickning and 
in ſtoping the animal Spirits, and ſo cauſing Apoplexies, 
Palſeys, Megrims, Oeliriums, &c. Yea I could ſhew 
you how theſe rough Arid particles faxing in the mem: 
branes, and other- parts that are tenſe, cauſe Pains; 
bur that this ſpecimeti would ſwell into a large Book: 
and | could give ſo rational an account of the matrer 
that'moſt Gentleman rhat love new Diſcoveries might 
readily believe it the very truth, and be fond on'r, un- |. 
lefs fome ane or other that ſhould chance to have a, 
Droplie, ſhould' object againſt my new DoErine, and 
fay, what, will this fellow pretend his . Aridum is -the 
cauſe of tur, where it is Water which apparently a: 
bounds? I anſwer, ler the Gent. have a little Patience, 
if' 1 make out this Point, 1 hope he will believe 1 am 
able to wccount for 'all the reſt that may be explain'd on. 
the fame Hypothehis, and 1 need nor proceed any far-, 
ther in this Specimen. 'Phe -Drophe ir (elf, fay I, is 
causd by-the Pernicious' abounding Arid, and cured by 
' the due adminiſtration -of | the friendly Huthid. For 
the demonitration of-which ler it.be confider'd, that e- 
ven the Humid's unequal and undue diſtribution and ſtag-, 
-- | My NALION 
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A {ling or ſtagnation of the Vital-blood-mony in any of 
Ef the members, and chiefly in the Head, is not without ve- 
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eaſe ; even-as in the Body politick the 


FS ry many. bad effefts. So when the Humid ſtagnates in 
' the Legs, Head, Cods, Abdomen, or habit of the Body, 


it gives names to divers forts of Dropſies;- for I will not 


fay of the bleſſedeſt-Humid, as Mr: Cokbatch does of 
his Acid, there can never be to much of it. But never- 
theleſs Arid, with his rough and harſh particles, I affirm 
is the cauſe of the Humids abounding,wherever it is un- 
duely. diſtributed ; for if a Man Perſpire well, and-Piſs 
well, he will never havea Dropſie. But when the rid 
particles abound, and obſtruct the natural Courſe of the 
Humid, which is. ordain d to dilute, ſeparate, and waft 
them. oft, the Humid ir ſelf by its prefſure breaks tome 
Veſlels, or paſſes through outlers corroded. by the rid, 
and fo falls into the cavity of the Abdomen, or is extra- 
vaſated into ſome other part of the Body, which ctic&t 
we call a Dropſy. But now for the Cure of it, by Hu+ 
mid you'll fay it is impoſlible, this'is not adding Oyl 
to the Fire, but as bad,” Water to a deluge. Have a 
little patience Gent. and [11 warrant you ll demon- 
ſtrate it; better than Mr. Colebatch did the cure of 
four Stomachs by Oyl of Vitriol, 
Let it therefore be confider'd. That the extravaſated 
Humid cannot be diſcharg'd the way it came, not only 


| becauſe the pallages ic ſhould have went are ſtop t for 


want of its due Courſe in the Veſſels, but becauſe - it 
has loſt -its Motion,” and fo lying long ſoaking the 
more fleſhy parts, diflolves ſomewhat of them, and fo 
becomes clammy : Now the obſtructing Arid muſt be 
carried 'oft, which cannot be done bur by a Humid, 
thinning the Blood which is in Motion, and tho the 
ſtagnated Humid may be ſomewhat increas'd by the 
addition of more Humid, yet ir will be render'd more 


thin, and apt to flow when the ; obltructing and 


corroding, Arid is waſhed away, and there will be no- 
thing to hinder Nature; but by the Motwn of the Parts, 
the Humid is preſs'd our into the Veſlels, and carried oft 
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. zgain And now I think I have f | 
hardeſt partof this new I Dog Irine may; 
but yet [ mibſttabeds," as a Friend to'the 16G 
ate ſomething ofthe ECEFAT — 9 oy akon nk ihe 
of, the Uiredtion 'of a Phyfi i nr6. order proper. Tims 
Quite; Diet; (Wine,” ' Exe, te, ©. in Poop e if 
r{& of Phybick ; for tho” Ido queſtion, but by4 
ogg Uiſererion A Nan may cure" of -pres enr/mooft- Di 
ſeafes by this new-method; chiefly; y. wal | 
wiz. the.Stomach” clean” when! "ever it-is- 46 | 
muſt : warn my :Readers' (Which * let be a_*cautioh. 
Drvnkatt, bo thr er think'they cari't-. Hur Ri Ih 7 ve 
at all-with bumid) that ſGme humids, as ſophiſt icatd| 
Wines, and* untipe. Maul Drinks, have -x gr roſa 
noxious Arid ſwimming in them, which is: yery- ape 
Precipitate, and cauſe divers ill effedts in; the -Body' 
' And that 'anyMan-may'\do himſelf a engl, eye 
.by.che moſt wholſome and inyocent” things it 
ole, as well as the Phyſician by {ligh 


Whictr tie is always'ready .to. give'of adv - Kc 
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ditions. T'could al& confirm this Hypottiel: 
account of Gaſes | in\'Pradtice, - bur 1: ſhall: forbapy*:? 
; preſet, only- offering one Coalderarion, with The 
all the real benefit received by Dlkinking thi ws wr 
comes merely by the large quart] £5 i ; "Wate: 
wefhing: the Bowels.-and lating the 4 Blood #2 
humours of- the Body, and not by the-naſty--1 
they 478 impregnated with; which *Nature: 
excts With diſturbance.; *a F- would "a 
lernairer t&/repairvo 10” found pure: Spri 

ink-as at the uſually frequented. 
fore ,recejve 'more than- ufuabeb 
and raeri an Aridift,. and: be'as read) tO: 
any other an moe in longs Dot 
OW rt; to.d ©. 


